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Bear Mayor and Councilors,
I'm writing te share my thoughts about several items on {onight's council agenda.

Councﬂiors Slmmons and McGovern's pollcy order (O 37

see i oy cambridosnig aownly Sl e o Do s e #1311} asks that "the City Council
go on record requestmg that Boston Propertles present in writing an outline of the project that is moving
forward at 88 Ames Street, including the full number of affordable units that will be included in this
projert and a clear explanation should there be fewer affordable units than was the City Council's
understanding at the time that this project was approved.”

Please ask the city manager and staff to make sure that Boston Properiies provides 15% affordable
units, which would be 42 units, rather than the 32 units it is now proposing (a reducticn from the 36 units
it previously proposed.) Please require Boston Properties to detail the calculations that lead them to only
provide 32 affordable units.

Especially given that the city sold land to Boston Properties at a relatively low price so that this project
could move forward, and that many councilors have said that affordable housing should be built on city-
owned land, it is imperative that Boston Properties provide the full 15% affordable, or 42 affordable units.

I urge you to re-consider the proposed linkage fee (Calendar ltem #3). Please note the Nexus

analysis says that the linkage fee would need to be set to $24.30/sg. ft., to compensate for the

upward pressure on the Cambridge housing market that is caused by high-end commerciat development.
Settir~ the fee at $12/sq.ft. means the city has to use other affordable housing funds to compensate for
the impact of commercial development.

In order to keep a balance in Cambridge between luxury and affordable housing, the City Council
needs to do much more to make it economically possible o build affordable housing. Setting the linkage
fee at $24.30/sq.ft is one way to accomplish this.

Re City Council Agenda Order #26: Redarding an amendment to the Zoning Ordinances to amend the
provisions of the PUD-KS District and which includes a majority of the Volpe Transportation Systems
Center site, be refiled as of September 28, 2015.

Please see my comments and those of the Cambridge Residents Alliance on the proposed Volpe up-
zoning, dated July 9, 2015.

| urge -rou io support allocating 80% of Commﬁnity Preservation Act Funds to affordabie housing.
[City Manager #21.]

Re City Manager ltem #24, Awaiting Report ltem Number 15-03; ] encourage councilors to ask how or
when CDD will make progress on its recommendations on how to achieve 1000 affordable housing units
by 2020.

| encourage councilors to ask if affordability were measured by paying no more than 30% of one's rent,
how does affordability compare in 1997 vs. 20157 The council and residents deserve a clearer path
forward on affordable housing, including a citywide housing plan that says how much we need.
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"That the City Council and Mayor of Cambridge commit to the Compact of Mayors agreement so that we
may further a collective effort to fight the effects of climate change in our city and around the world."
(The Compact of Mayors is a global coalition of mayaors and city officials committing to reduce locai
greenhouse gas emissions, enhance resilience to climate change and track their progress publicly ...}

Sincerely,
Lee Farris

269 Norfolk St. 02139
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