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Creedon, Paul

From: Carolyn Shipley [mc.shipley@verizon.net]
Sent: Sunday, January 04, 2015 6:44 PM
To: Lopez, Donna; Carlone, Dennis; Kelley, Craig; Maher, David; Simmons, Denise; Toomey, 

Tim (home); Toomey, Tim; leland.cheung@gmail.com; Cheung, Leland; Mazen, Nadeem; 
McGovern, Marc; Benzan, Dennis; City Council

Subject: Waiting Report-Committee Report #2, 12-15-14

Please enter this communication into the official council record.  

  

To the Honorable City Council, 

  

It is requested that the City Council ask the Law Department to publish its opinion, with citations, on the 
Planning Board's discretion to deny Special Permits as ordered by the council on November 14 2014. 

  

Please ensure that the opinion addresses Attorney Costa's opinion letter, specifically this sentence:  Stating that 
a special permit “may be” granted, instead of “will normally be” granted is consistent with and underscores 
the holding in Humble Oil v. Board of Appeals of Amherst, 360 Mass. 604, 605 (1971):  “The mere fact that the 
standards set forth [in a by-law or ordinance] are complied with does not compel the granting of a special 
permit. . .”   

  
I ask that the City clarify in concise language the limits of the ability of the Planning Board to deny 
permits for development across the City. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn Shipley 
15 Laurel St. 
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