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Creedon, Paul

From: Carol O'Hare [cbo1066@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, January 04, 2015 9:00 PM
To: City Council
Cc: Rossi, Rich; Lopez, Donna
Subject: City Council:  Policy Order Resolution 5 re Regulating Use of Drones

Dear Mayor Maher, Vice Mayor Benzan and City Councillors: 
 
1.  I’ve thought about this only briefly.  I’m sure other municipalities, counties and states have developed or are developing 
their own approaches to the seemingly inevitable drone onslaught.  Aside from serious privacy issues, think skimobiles, 
jet-skis, all-terrain vehicles, back-woods motorcycles, etc.!  Drones are “sky-vehicles” that the FAA has barely begun to 
deal with, will predictably have devastating consequences for our society.  Our ability/opportunities to appreciate our world 
(however urban, suburban, rural or back-country), sleep, learn and just contemplate will be even more seriously 
compromised.  And, even when the FAA does start to catch-up, be assured that pretty much all that’s ever on their 
agenda (unless they’re strong-armed) is safely getting aircraft up and down. 
 
2.   I support this Policy Order relating to the review and regulation of drone use in the City, but I urge the Council to 
broaden this Order to include in the bulleted section: 

• noise-pollution, visual-pollution, psychological, learning and quality-of-life effects of drone use on Cambridge 
residents, workers and visitors 

• effects on bird and other wild life 
• privacy considerations   

 
I also wonder why this effort wouldn’t better be dealt with at the state level.  Does a municipality-by-municipality approach 
make sense? 
 
3.  I also suggest broadening the “WHEREAS” clauses as indicated in my italicized insertions in Policy Order Resolution 
5, copied below. 
 
Policy Order Resolution    
 

   O-5 
  IN CITY COUNCIL 
 
  October 27, 2014 
 
COUNCILLOR KELLEY 
COUNCILLOR CHEUNG 
COUNCILLOR MAZEN 
 
WHEREAS: Drones, otherwise known as unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAVs) are becoming cheaper to acquire, more powerful 
in their capabilities and increasingly popular with 
hobbyists, professionals, academics, businesses and 
governments for [both] amusement, journalistic, 
security, [and] observation and other purposes; and 

      
WHEREAS: The use of drones, which can weigh more than 20 

pounds, over a densely populated City such as 
Cambridge raises privacy, trespass and nuisance while 
posing a possible hazard to public health and safety as 
well as a degradation of our citizens’ quality of 
life; and 

     
WHEREAS: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) does not 

clearly prohibit much use of drones under 400' and this 
lack of clarity leads to confusion over how and where 
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drones [can] may  be used in Cambridge, what sorts of 
restrictions apply to their use and what types of safety 
and insurance requirements drone operators must have; 
now therefore be it 

         
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 

confer with relevant City staff to review drone use in 
Cambridge for use in developing a City regulation or 
Ordinance on such use.  Specific issues for the Manager 
to consider include, but not be limited to, 

   

  

• Existing FAA regulations and prohibitions on 
use to include distinctions between hobbyists, 
commercial users and government officials, 
noting that only hobbyists, when operating 
under 400', do not fall under some sort of FAA 
oversight 

• Definition of drone 
• Insurance of drone 
• Record keeping for drone maintenance and 

flight plans 
• Application for local usage of drones 
• Impact of existing regulations, such as FAA 

pre-emption, on how Cambridge can regulate 
drone use 

• Size of drones and distance from operator 
• Ownership versus rental of drone 
• Age and licensing of drone operator 
• [Additional bullets from #2. above.] 

  
  and be it further 
    
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 

report back to the City Council on this issue.  
  

 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol O’Hare 
172 Magazine St. 
 
P.S.  Donna Lopez, City Clerk:  Please file this with the Official Record. 
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