85 Inman Street

Cambridge MA 02139

617-576-3750

arehding@fas.harvard.edu
Re: Paine Park
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October 16, 2012

Dear City of Cambridge,

I write, as a Cambridge citizen and father of one-year-old twins, about the state of the Paine
Park in St Mary’s Road. Since it is a stone throw away from our house we use this great
facility on a daily basis. As you know, it is also used by local dog owners and, unfortunately,
not all owners pick up after their dogs. In the last few weeks the amount of dog poop I have
picked up has gone up dramatically. On three mornings this week alone I have picked up
turds right in front of the swings, where our babies play. In addition, on two occasions |
found after returning home that 1 had stepped in dog poop. This is clearly not a tenable
state: it is a health hazard for our children.

I'have spoken to the dog owners that use the park, and they assure me that they always
clean up after their dogs. l have no reason to disbelieve them. However, like the rest of us,
dog owners are sometimes distracted. It is possible that the owner was chatting or on the
cell phone while their dog pooped, or that the owner could not see where their dog pooped
after dark. The possibilities are endiess. One additional complication, as you probably know,
is that the sign requiring dogs to be kept on a leash is widely ignored.

[ want to draw your attention to the state of the park because this situation is no longer
tenable for my children. I can imagine a number of possible solutions, none of them ideal:

* Dogs could be banned from using the park.

* The City of Brookline, for instance, has introduced a “Green Dog” system with
rangers patrolling and cleaning the parks. The user fees are $70 for Brookline
residents, and $120 for non-residents,

* Asmall section of the park could be separated off completely for the exclusive use of
dogs, so that they no longer share ground and can poop in the dog park without
affecting any children. ‘

* NPRrecently reported on more high-tech solution to this problem: several
communities have introduced DNA testing for dogs, which can be identified and
matched with any poop not cleaned up. The owner will then be fined on the basis of
the DNA test. In many cases, the mere announcement that such a system would be
introduced has led to drastic reduction of dog poop in some communities.

u have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 1 look forward to hearing
you

exander Rehding

cc. Dept of Public Works (147 Hampshire St)
City Council (795 Mass Av)
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