Lopez, Donna %

From: Lee Farris [lee.farris@verizen.net]

Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2013 3:47 PM

To: City Council .

Cc: Lopez, Donna

Subject: Hundreds of residents oppose Forest City up-zoning and up-zoning generally
Attachments: Cambridge Residents Ailiance opposition to upzoning and Forest City.docx; ATTQ0001..htm

Please include the attached letter in the Council packet.

Thanks! )
Cambridge Residents Alliance

Working for a Livable, Affordable and Diverse Cambrié?é:e

s
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PO Box 390422
Cambridge, MA 02139
Dear Mayor and City Councillors,

The Cambridge Residents Alliance has collected hundreds of signatures on a petition
against up-zoning until there is a comprehensive study of the impact of all the proposed
developments.

We will be submitting those signatures to the Council on Monday, Feb. 25. Here is the
text of the petition:

Keep Cambridge Livable for its Residents!

Whereas:

Cambridge is one of the densest cities in the Commonwealth;
Many residents are being driven out of the city by high rents and housing prices;

Private developers are seeking zoning changes to allow high-rise office, lab, and market-rate apartment
buildings in Kendall Square, Central Square, Alewife, and Northpoint that will continue to drive rents and

housing prices up;

The tens of thousands of additional auto, bus and truck trips per day generated by new development will
intensify traffic congestion, worsen air quality, and make the streets less safe, especially for children and elderly

pedestrians;

High-rise development threatens to create shadows and wind tunnels, block sky views, increase noise pollution,
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remove green space, and thereby diminish the quality of life for all residents;
There is no current and complete Master Plan for the city's equitable development;

Most residents have not been informed of the enormity of the proposed changes or have been denied
meaningful input;

Therefore:
We call upon the Cambridge City Council to declare a minimum one-year moratorium on up-zoning in Kendall
Square, Lafayette Square, Central Square and Alewife Brook Overlay Districts until a comprehensive study

assessing the impact of all the proposed development is presented to the neighborhood associations and brought
to the City Council for a public discussion.

Signers of this petition oppose the Forest City up-zoning petition, which the Council may
consider on Feb. 25, 2013.

Please consider the opposition of hundreds of Cambridge residents, and vote No on the
Forest City up-zoning petition.

Sincerely,
Lee Farris, Steering Committee

Cambridge Residents Alliance
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