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From: Saul Tannenbaum [saul@tannenbaum.org]
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2013 1152 AM

To: City Council

Cc: Lopez, Donna; Kathryn Lachelt Brown
Subject: {n support of the Forest City zoning proposal
Attachments: In Support of Forest City. pdf

To the Heonorable City Council:

Attached, please find my letter of support for the Forest City Zoning proposal. I copy the
Interim City Clerk so as to include this letter in the Council's official record.

On a separate matter, I want to thank Councilor Cheung and the Council in advance for the
congratulatory resolution regarding Cambridge Happenings (http://cambridgehappenings.org). I
nope it proves a useful service to the community.

- Saul

Saul Tannenbaum saul@tannenbaum.org blog:saultannenbaum.org




Saul Tannenbaum

16 Cottage. St.
Cambridge MA 02139
saul@tannenbaum.org

February 25, 2013
To The Honorable City Council:

I write in support of the zoning petition filed by Zevart M. Hollisian, Trustee of Garabed B.
Hollisian Trust and L-Z Realty Trust and Seth D. Alexander, President, MIT Investment
Management Company to amend the zoning Ordinance and Map by extending the
Cambridgeport Revitalization Development District from Green Street out to Massachusetts
Avenue in the area adjacent to Blanche Street.

As a member of the Central Square Advisory Committee, a committee created as part of your
Policy Order to develop a plan for Central Square, I note that this development is aligned with
the goals and objectives we outlined for Central Square.

This proposal is not perfect. | wish, for example, that the Council had not severed the original
proposal for a housing tower and, instead, accepted the principle that housing was a key
requirement and worked to make included housing acceptable to the community. I also wish
that the community benefits included actual community benefits, not a sum of money that will
disappear into Cambridge's general funds. Central Square needs improvements in lighting,
open space, signage and traffic management It's unfortunate that some creative public/private
partnership wasn't created to advance these improvements more rapidly than would otherwise

happen,

But wishes don't build buildings and bring needed progress. Developers do that, constrained by
zoning and approval processes. I'm convinced that what Forest Cigy plans to develop is in the
best interests of Cambridge. It will replace a blighted block with office space and ground floor
retail which will help knit together MIT and Central Square This project, which has benefitted
from extensive public input, is another step in Cambridge's shaping of its future as a vibrant,
diverse, livable city.

Further, I believe the Council needs to take a firm leadership position in rejecting the
misleading and fear-based campaign that has emerged in opposition to this project and
development in general. Opponents first tried to downzone Central Square. When that failed,
they said to wait for the Central Square Advisory Committee, When that Committee did not
come to conclusions they wished, they sought to discredit the process and now seek a one year
up-zoning moratorium during which they wish a City-wide study. Does one doubt that, if there
were such a study, these opponents would just move their goalposts once again?

Turge the Council to quickly and decisively approve this zoning petition.
Sincerely,
Saul Fannenbauwm

cc: Ms. Donna Lopez, Interim City Clerk
Ms, Kathryn Lachelt Brown, Vice President, Legal Affairs. Forest City
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