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Good-evening Madam Mayor and members of the City Council,

My name is Steve Marsh. I am the Managing Director of Real Estate for MIT and I want to say
thank you to so many of you who have taken the time over the last 3 years to help shape this new
mixed use vision for Kendall Square.

We started with a plan to advance science and research on surface parking lots in our East
Campus. With your leadership we have created a vision of an exciting and unprecedented
gathering place where science and innovation intersect with a diversity of housing, enlivened
retail, and active and connective open spaces to bring MIT together with the broader community.

Every member of the Cambridge Community and MIT Community are beneficiaries of the hard
work that has gone on here. Every member of the City Council played a constructive role in
improving this petitton. I want to thank:

Chairman Maher for ensuring that there was a high-level and transparent process consisting
of 4 Ordinance Committee hearings, a working roundtable discussion, tours, and open
houses.

¢ Mayor Davis for keeping us focused on the over-arching planning principals and open
process.

» Councilor Reeves for reminding us that the vision for Kendall Square should be inspired and
imaginative and that MIT must continue to be active with local organizations to help support
our neighborhoods.

» Councilor Cheung for focusing us on innovators and start-ups as well graduate student
housing.

¢ Councilor Toomey for reminding us that our campus is also a connection to Cambridge
neighborhoods and families, and we must be open not only physically, but as a pathway for
employment as well.

¢ Vice Mayor Simmons for her attention to local and diverse retail, and workforce issues.

» Councilor Decker for making sure that affordable housing was not just a part of our plan, but
that it was a key priority.

¢ Councilor vanBeuzekom for her thoughtful questions and comunents throughout our process.

¢ And Councilor Kelley for focusing our attention on innovation housing and making Kendall

a commumty of people not cars.

This petition represents not only the work of this City Council but the principals of your own
planning effort, now known as the k-2 study, and reflects language that was crafted in
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partnership with the Cambridge Planning Board. This is no longer just MIT’s petition. As
Hugh Russell, Chair of the Planning Board stated, “it is now our petition.”

Let me say something on a personal level. This project will get built not only in accordance with
the commitments and vision that have been written in the zoning, but also in the context of good
faith discussions throughout this process.

Let me say that it is our intention to move immediately on to the permitting process for the
residential portion next to One Broadway (also known as Innovation Landing.) In many ways
this site defines our project and offers so many of the retail, innovation, open space
improvements, and housing diversity that Kendall square needs.

As we move forward, public input and participation will continue to be a priority. It is our
culture at MIT and we have written it into our zoning. The open houses with our models that the
City Council requested, which brought members of the MIT community and the neighborhoods
together only further inspired our faith in public participation.

This zoning sets new precedents in so many areas including affordable housing, innovation
space, retail diversity, open space, workforce development, innovation housing and transit,
higher standards for sustainability, and creating funding support for community based
organizations. It is our hope that this zoning not only creates new precedents in these substantive
areas of planning Cambridge’s future, but also for establishing new standards in Planning Board
and Community participation as well.

We realize that you are counting on us to prove you right in empowering us to prepare Kendall
Square for the next 50 years. We understand our charge and our honored to invest our energy
and resources in executing this vision.

Thank you.
Stéven C. Marsh

Managing Director
Real Estate
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