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Lopez, Donna

From: Saui Tannenbaum [saul@tannenbaum.org]

Sent: Monday, Aprii 08, 2013 2:41 PM

To: City Councll

Ce: Lopez, Donna

Subject: In support of MIT's petition and addition height/density

To the Honorable, the City Council,

While I originally intended to speak at tonight's meeting, I've concluded that saving you another three minutes
might be a more valuable contribution to civic discourse. :

I write in support of the MIT Zoning Petition and in support of Councilor Cheung's expected amendment to add
50 feet of height to a single building to increase the housing that would be created.

I believe MIT's plans for this area will be an important part of the City's continued prosperity. And I believe
that, as the only active housing proposal for Kendall Square, Councilor Cheung's desire to add even more
housing is worthy of support. As an advocate for density, I believe that this building in this place is a perfect
place for more height. Indeed, my only concern is that 350 is not bold enough and that concerns about the
backlash will constrain what's seen to be possible.

While  am pleased about the outcome of this zoning petition - or, rather will be if the height is increased - I am
disturbed by the process that got us here. For a zoning petition that's been considered for so Jong, a
disproportionate number of changes happened late in the process. Even for those of us who have taken the time
to understand Cambridge's complex zoning processes, the changes are hard to track. It's difficult to assess
whether Cambridge is getting all it can from MIT and it promotes - as you've no doubt seen - charges of
cronyism and backroom dealing. The Council needs to take a hard look at its own work and find a way to gain
the best outcome without the last minute deals and then hold developers accountable for the promises they've
made. Anything else undermines trust, trust that will be a valuable commodity as Cambridge faces even more
important decisions ahead.

- Saul

Saul Tannenbaum saul@tannenbaum.org blog: saultannenbaum.org
Read CambridgeHappenings.org, a daily Cambridge news summary,
curated from fresh, local sources.
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