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* Calendar item #1
AMENDED ORDER
IN CITY COUNCIL

Pecember 3; 2612
December 10, 2012

COUNCILLOR KELLEY

WHEREAS:  The intersection of Rindge and Massachusetts Avenues present challenges in
terms of both drivers ignoring the northbound red light and drivers who have
stopped, blocking the left turn arrow; and

WHEREAS:  These two issues have led to many complaints about both pedestrian safety as
cars run through the pedestrian signal and about noise as drivers wishing to
make a left turn during the arrow cycle blow their horns at drivers stopped in
front of them; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the Transportation, Traffic and Parking Committee be and hereby is
requested to hold a meeting to discuss the light cycle, street layout and
pedestrian safety at the junction of Rindge and Massachusetts Avenues.

In City Council December 10, 2012
Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine
members.

Attest:- Donna P. Lopez, Interim City Clerk

A true copy; Mﬂ— p 'W

ATTEST:-
Donna P. Lopez, Interim City Clerk

REFERRED TO THE TRANSPORTATION, TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMITTEE ON
MOTION OF COUNCILLOR KELLEY




ATracd m ENTA

Study of Rindge & Mass Ave
Intersection

April 10, 2013
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Street marking on Rindge Ave
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Pedestrian crossings
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Safety warning

2 mobile LED signs remind: PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

T, T & P Committee 4-11-13




Mass Ave onto Rindge Ave: source of
frustration?

T, T & P Committee 4-11-13
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Lopez, Donna

From: Clippinger, Sue
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2013 3:54 PM
Subject: Intersection of Rindge and Massachusetts Aves

On Thursday, April 11, you attended the City Council Transportation, Traffic, and Parking Committee meeting to discuss
the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue at Rindge Avenue. Comments by attendees included the confusing traffic
signal, car horn honking, and cars running the red light across an active crosswalk. We have made improvements to the
traffic signal, which | describe in detail below.

Before the improvements, there was a sequence in traffic signal cycle that many people found strange. At times a green
left arrow appeared at the same time as a red signal for northbound traffic on Mass Ave. This meant that drivers in the
left-hand lane intending to go straight could not go, and often a driver behind intending to turn left was blocked, leading
to horn honking. People also observed cars running the red light during this phase, endangering pedestrians legally
using the crosswalk on the north side of the intersection. Adding to the confusion was that this sequence only occurred
some of the time, depending on if a pedestrian pushed the button to cross Mass Ave.

Here is how the Traffic, Parking + Transportation Department has improved the traffic signal to address the above:

- The green left arrow will not appear at the same time as the red signal anymore. Now when the green arrow
appears, the northbound through traffic will also have a green.

- Pedestrian crossing time for the crosswalk across Mass Ave. has been increased to add 6 seconds to the flashing
DON'T WALK.

If you have any further questions about this intersection, please contact Principal Traffic Engineer Jeff Parenti at

iparenti@cambridgema.gov or 617.349.4715

Susan Clippinger

Director

Traffic, Parking and Transportation Department
344 Broadway

Cambridge MA 02139

617-349-4743
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This e-mail is a follow-up to the one originally sent out on May 13™. We received constructive feedback
from many of you and have made additional change to address you concerns.

The interval when the green left arrow was shown at the same time as the red — which was causing
frustration, horning honking, and red-light running — has been eliminated. The green arrow now is
shown instead with the green circle, and it appears every cycle. The pedestrian crossing of Mass Ave. is
still fully protected from any vehicle movements and activated by pressing the button.

This new operation has been in place for about a week. Observations of the intersection indicate that it
is working well.

Once again, please feel free to provide feedback on how this is working. You can reach me at
iparenti@cambridgema.gov or 617.349.4715

e B
Jeffrey R. Parenti, P.E.
Principal Traffic Engineer
City of Cambridge, MA
617.349.4715
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www.cambridgepolice.org

Robert C. Haas Robert W. Healy
Police Commissioner City Manager

June 11, 2013

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

Re: Transportation, Traffic and Parking Subcommittee Meeting
Sir;

On April 11", we attended a meeting in the Council Chamber regarding traffic safety on
Massachusetts Ave at Rindge Avenue. As a result of the meeting, we committed to doing
periodic enforcement for red light and pedestrian violations. Since April 11™, we have recorded
the following activity:

e 25 “directed enforcement” patrols. During these directed patrols, officers monitored the
intersection for violations and issued citations where violations were noted. These patrols
occurred between 7:40 a.m. and midnight, Monday through Friday.

e 12 citations were issued for red light violations.

Based on conversations with several officers who performed the directed patrols and on my own
observations, I made note of the following:

MA AVE INBOUND (MORNING):

Traffic is very heavy most weekday mornings heading inbound towards Harvard Square. The
next controlled intersection after MA Ave at Rindge Ave is at Walden Street. During most of the
morning rush hour, when the MA Ave traffic is stopped at the light at Walden Street, it backs up
to Rindge Avenue. While it was common to see one or two cars go through the yellow light at
Rindge Ave, we did not witness many cars run an obviously red light. At no point did we
witness this stopped traffic block the intersection at Rindge Ave. The effect is to discourage cars
from running the light at Rindge as there is no room for them without blocking the intersection.

MA AVE OUTBOUND (AFTERNOON/EVENING):

At our meeting, we discussed the biggest issue outbound as the confusing light pattern. The old
pattern had a solid red light with a green left turn arrow for traffic turning onto Rindge Ave.
Because there is not a dedicated turn lane, this created confusion for motorists who were in the
left hand lane but wanted to continue straight on MA Ave. This resulted in frustrated motorists
trying to maneuver into the right hand lane and excessively honking their horn. Traffic and

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
125 SIXTH STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02142




Parking changed the light cycle to address this issue. Motorists heading outbound now have a
solid green light for most of their cycle with a green arrow near the end of the cycle for a
dedicated left hand turn. This seems to have greatly reduced the backup caused by the prior light
cycle.

Respectfully,
Lieutenant Frederick Riley
Cambridge Police Traffic Enforcement Unit
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