Regarding the 93 Kirkland Curb Cut Driveway Application

To the attention of each member of the Cambridge City Council:

Enclosed you will find two identical petitions, one signed by 112 Cambridge voters, the
other by an additional 17 voters, representing in total the concerns of 129 Cambridge
voters who live in the Mid Cambridge and Agassiz neighborhoods, on either side of 93

Kirkland Street.
Additionally you will find enclosed:

1) 2 Diagrams from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s last 2 "Top High
Crash Intersection Locations" reports confirming that the 93 Kirkland St. curb
cut/driveway is in the thick of the area ranked as the number 1 "Bicycle Accident
Cluster" in Massachusetts. The reports in their entirety can be downloaded from the
following web page:
http://www.mhd.state.ma.us/default.asp?pgid=content/traffic/crashLocations&sid=

2) Page 01 from the 93 Kirkland development plans, illustrating the current footprint of
the Grace Norton Apartment House, and page 03 and 04 of these plans, which, in turn,
illustrate the amount of demolition and infill this project will entail.

The 129 voters who signed the petition would be very grateful if you would give careful
consideration to their concerns and reconsider and deny the curb cut driveway application
for 93 Kirkland Street.

Thank you!
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Say NO to another driveway on the last block of Kirkland/Washington, NO to the destructive
infill development of Grace Norton House, and NO to lack of neighborhood notification!

A developer has purchased the historic Grace
Norton Apartment House (93 Kirkland), received
permission to demolish up to 42 percent™ of the
building, move the rest toward Kirkland Street,
cram 3 townhouses in the green space behind, and
has an application for a particularly hazardous
curb cut before the Cambridge City Council on
Monday the 17th. Due to lack of effective public
notification, most residents of the surrounding

‘ neighborhood had no knowledge of the plans and
ns about safety, preservation, and loss of green space. If the Council
approves the curb cut application on Monday, the demolition and excavation could start at any time!

1) A third curb cut on this short portion of Kirkland/Washington Street poses a safety menace to pedestrians
and drivers. Dozens of toddlers enter and exit The Learning Tree Academy, a day care center already feet
away from two driveways, and less than 100 feet away from the developers proposed new driveway, which
would accommodate the additional inflow and outflow of cars from 9 condos. 93 Kirkland is on the block of
Kirkland leading to the intersection of Kirkland/Washington and Beacon Street. The traffic at this
intersection, and the intersections of Line and Kirkland, and Roberts Road and Kirkland is infamously
congested, driving conditions so bad, that recent accidents on each side of Beacon left vehicles embedded in
the Wine Cask front window (corner of Beacon and Washington) and the Bank of America ATM
(Washington and Beacon). Additional traffic is unthinkable!

2) Grace Norton Apartment House (1911) represents the Norton family’s contribution to gracious and
affordable urban housing, with a spacious, even elegant architectural design, purposively retaining natural
green elements (the expanse of green yard behind, in front and to the side). The proposed infill development
destroys the modest footprint of the original building, swallowing almost all the green space on the 8,000
square foot lot and is an insult to the integrity of the original graceful design of 93 Kirkland, and to the
abutting properties, which lose any setback buffer. So carefully crafted that the Cambridge Historical
Commission reports that it is still in “good condition™ today, Grace Norton tells us a story of development
done with care and consideration to detail, space, and the purposeful retention of nature, which ought still to
be a model for architects and developers today.

3) As a city we cannot allow development to erase our architectural history. Nor can we continue to allow the
heedless destruction of beautiful and historically significant design focused on the inclusion of open green.
Construction on one lot, lot by lot, is affecting the quality of life of the entire city, where infill development is
creating a traffic nightmare, crowding, pollution, and noise, erasing our history and eroding our precious open
space.

We the undersi gned ask the Cambridge City Council to deny the request for a curb Cut at 93 Kirkland Street

for safety reasons. We strongly believe that The Grace Norton Apartment house merits historical preservation
as a notable example of successful urban design and as a model for architects and developers today.
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Say NO to another driveway on the last block of Kirkland/Washington, NO to the destructive
infill development of Grace Norton House, and NO to lack of neighborhood notification!

A developer has purchased the historic Grace
Norton Apartment House (93 Kirkland), received
permission to demolish up to 42 percent™® of the
building, move the rest toward Kirkland Street,
cram 3 townhouses in the green space behind, and
has an application for a particularly hazardous
curb cut before the Cambridge City Council on
Monday the 17th. Due to lack of effective public
notification, most residents of the surrounding
neighborhood had no knowledge of the plans and
NO FORUM in which to addrcss concerns abeut safety preservatmn and loss of green space. If The Council
approves the curb cut application on Monday, the demolition and excavation could start at any time!

1) A third curb cut on this short portion of Kirkland/Washington Street poses a safety menace to pedestrians
and drivers. Dozens of toddlers enter and exit The Tree House Academy, a day care center already feet away
from two driveways, and less than 100 feet away from the developers proposed new driveway, which would
accommodate the additional inflow and outfiow of cars from 9 condos. 93 Kirkland is on the block of
Kirkland leading to the intersection of Kirkland/Washington and Beacon Street. The traffic at this
intersection, and the intersections of Line and Kirkland, and Roberts Road and Kirkland is infamously
congested, driving conditions so bad, that recent accidents on each side of Beacon left vehicles embedded in
the Wine Cask front window (corner of Beacon and Washington) and the Bank of America ATM
(Washington and Beacon). Additional traffic is unthinkable!

2) Grace Norton Apartment House (1911) represents the Norton family’s contribution to gracious and
affordable urban housing, with a spacious, even elegant architectural design, purposively retaining natural
green elements (the expanse of green yard behind, in front and to the side). The proposed infill development
destroys the modest footprint of the original building, swallowing almost all the green space on the 8,000
square foot lot and is an insult to the integrity of the original graceful design of 93 Kirkland, and to the

abutting properties, which lose any setback buffer. So carefully crafted that the Cambridge Historical
Commission reports that it is still in “good condition” today, Grace Norton tells us a story of development
done with care and consideration to detail, space, and the purposeful retention of nature, which ought still to
be a madel for architects and developers today.

3) As a city we cannot allow development to erase our architectural history. Nor can we continue to allow the
heedless destruction of beautiful and historically significant design focused on the inclusion of open green.
Construction on one lot, lot by lot, is affecting the quality of life of the entire city, where infill development is
creating a traffic nightmare, crowding, pollution, and noise, erasing our history and eroding our precious open
space.

We the undersigned ask the Cambridge City Council to deny the request for a curb Cut at 93 Kirkland Street

for safety reasons. We strongly believe that The Grace Norton Apartment house merits historical preservatjon
as a notable example of successful urban design and as a model for architects and developers today.
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Top Bicycle Crash Cluster 2002-2010
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Top Bicycle Crash Cluster 2002-2009
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