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Peter Wasserman 619 Franklin Street, Cambridge, MA 02139

February 20, 2014
Dear Neighbor,

As you probably know we are redeveloping our property at 1868 Mass. Ave. which will
include a new mixed use five storey building. This will consist of four floors containing

twenty- seven residential units above a ground floor level containing three retail stores
{see attached rendering) designed by Piatt Associates of Boston.

We have started the permit process with the city of Cambridge and, in connection
therewith, need to have your signature for relocating the “curb cut™ on Upland Road, and
closing the curb cut on Mass. Ave. Kindly see attached plan and description included
froni our civil engineer, Matt Brassard. We feel that the new building will improve the
City Streetscape and benefit the community.

For your convenience, we have provided a return stamped envelope,

Please do not hesitate to call me or my wife, Alberta with any questions or concerns,

Best regards,

-

Peter Wasserman  (617) 290- 2609
Alberta Gerschel (917) 974 -8889



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
ABUTTOR’S FORM

To Whom It May Concern:

As owner or agent of t%L}O jg )g | m%{SS AU;
m/approva} ' :

Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1 do hereby declare [:] dssapproval

of the installment of

Off-Street Parking Faciiity located at_ / g 6 g /L /L ﬂ 5‘5 /A\ [//

Fal

Sisned:-ﬁy&M__Dam s / & // v
brr' L. _ V4 D‘

Address:

-




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND ODPENINGS
. ABUTTOR’S FORM

To Whom It May Concern:

Ag owner or agent of f;?zs 3 }Y‘)#Sg + A.UF -
m/approval ' '

:Cambridge, Massachusetts, I do hereby declare |:| chsapproval

of the installment of:

Off.Street Parking Facility located at___ [ &3 6% }’7 L g. A JE

Signed: K’)f;&é %fmdmr/r” Date: /Zimb & f&"/‘%

Address:k_‘ 4 /jﬁj‘/ JMC%A/Sr//;é /4%7 /)ﬂ?/fxﬁé'ﬂ /(Zﬁ

Y




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
- ABUTTOR’S FORM

To Whom It May Concern®

o A o
As owner or agent of "/’ 45 SOA 1Y /!/’j/f'l Are
m’appmva! ' '
Cambridge, Massacbusetts, I do hereby declare D dzsappmval
of the installment of; ’

Off-Street Parking Famhty located at._. / gé) g /b ’f S5 "'4 Lféwm

gigned: Mﬁ’”if 5’74// Date: 2/25 ]i"f

st MBTA - 7 10 P PlLAZA, BoSron, MA 0Dlib




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
ABUTTOR’S FORM

To Whom It May Concern:

19 Aace flfuo‘_m

As owner or agent of

@ approval
Cambridge, Massachusetis, I do hercby declare D disapproval

of the instaliment of:

AL A
Off-Street Parking Facility located at_ / g8 4 ffb‘S STV

Signed: ' F-;"Aff < L«’}\//:zw 3 Date: e I

o

Address: | % C( ‘TL P&{ !5} |
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
ABUTTOR'S FORM

To Whom It May Concern:

CT L/’)L_D{_\CL\ACQ @a{

As owner or agent of

mcppmval )

Cambridge, Massachusetts, I do hereby declare D dmpp,ova[

tw‘fﬁS ZA\VC

- llof-the instailment of:-

Off-Street Parking Facihty located at._ %C %

e JJT. ﬂm&é/ﬁ o 3]972577

Address: /3&5? f%’#rﬁca«/ O, »‘#/5‘“’7 — fﬂ-@:lfﬂx 132

BReotCime, ME T L ¢



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND QPENINGS

ABUTTOR'S FORM
To Whom It May Concern: . ;
As owner or agent of 5 Lf {J JO ( [1 A 0( (le 0( '
E approval

Cambridge, Massachusetts, I do hereby declare D disapproval

of the instaliment of:
Off-Street Parking Facmty located aft_ %é} 8 /{/(' 74’ S S /4 [//[—:

Signed: ﬂJJW -)'415 [ F- Y- Date:

Address; __ /‘I’ /UD Jam & 2d_ C oo }&\/« ‘dg ;r,;-""f/:;




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
- ABUTTOR’S FORM

‘To Whom It May Concern:

5709 s Vorm SEDhid 3

As owner or agent of .
A approval |
Cambridge, Massachusetts, § do hereby declare [ | gigapproval

of the installment of: ' 3 -
Off.Street Parking Facility Jocated at_ / g ég A ASS rz‘{’i/u?/
L
Signed: < 2L T 3 fee

address:_ L4 padort Vel ST

Cordsihy  [VA G2140




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

—

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
S ABUTTOR’S FORM

‘To Whom It May Conecern: : ”
As owner or agent of [ 2 U‘p la.nel - f\d{"
W approval
Cambridge, Massachusetts, I do hereby declare [Zl disapproval
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS
- ABUTTOR’S FORM

To Whom It May Concern:
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BRASSBARD DESIGHN
ENGINEERING

Memorandum

To: Cambridge Ingpectional Services Department

From: Matthew T. Brassard, PE

Date: February 19, 2014

Subject: PORTERLOFTS- 1868 Massachusetts Avenue
Curbout Alterations

Copy:

Fnclosed please find a sketch accompanying a curbeut permit application. The sketch shows
proposed alterations to existing curbcuts at property located at the intersection of
Massachusetts Avenue and Upland Road (1868 Mass. Ave.). The property currently includes a
30-foot wide and a 34-foot wide curbcut on these public ways, respectively.

As part of a mixed use redevelopment project, alterations of the exigting curbcuts are proposed
asfolliows

Upland Road _
The exiging 34-foot wide curbout islocated at the limit of the western property boundary. This

curbcut will be shortened to 26-feet (outer width at street curb), and will be shifted
approximately 20 feet to the eagt, toward Massachusstts Avenue, away from the adjacent
property boundary. The ehift isrequired to accommodate the configuration of the new parking
area and to dlow for the installation of a proposed landscaped buffer along the wedern
property line,

Massachusetts Avenue

The exigting 30-foot wide curbcut located near the southern property boundary on
Massachusetis Avenue will be closed and two new =lreet trees and additionat on-greet parking
will be added.

It is our opinion that the above curbeut alferations represent an improvement to the current
gte conditions in terms of traffic and parking impacts as well asimpacisto the abutting
property to the wes of the dte. if you have any questions or require additiona information
please feel free to contact usat your convenience.

Matthew T. Brassard, PE

Brassard Design & Engineering, Inc. - 340 Main Strest / Suite 805 - Worcester, MA 07608
tel. 508-7568-2100  emal: mtb@brassarddesign.com
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE SRR 20 Am g e

(617) 349-4260 OFFICE GF T
FAX: (617) 349-4260 CAMEBRIDGE, M
tty/TDD (617) 492-0235

DONNAP. LOPEZ
CITY CLERK

March 18, 2014
Dear Neighborhood Representative:

This office is in receipt of a copy of an appiication from 1868 Realty, LLC — Peter Wasserman, requesting
permission to close the curb cut af the premises numbered 1868 Massachusetts Avenue and relocate the curb cut on
Upland Road, Cambridge, Massachusetts. The City Council has directed that all curb cut petitions be submitted to
the appropriate Neighborhood Associations for the Jocality where the curb cut would be made, so that the
association may have an opportunity for review, prior to action by the City Council.

Please indicate by return mail your approval or disapproval of the petition within twenty-one days from the
date of this letter. If the response is "disapproval” please state reasons. Be sure to sign the form and include a
daytime phone number. I have enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope to facilitate your reply.

As soon as this office has received both the completed application and your neighborhood association
response, I will place the petition on the agenda for the next City Council meeting. If I do not receive a response
from your neighborhood organization by twenty-one days from the date of this letter, I will place the petition on the
agenda for the next City Council meeting.

If your neighborhood association cannot complete its review by twenty-one days from today, you may
extend the reply time another seven days by requesting an extension by letter to me with a copy to the petitioner.

However, I urge you to make every effort to complete your review as soon as possible.

‘Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours
Donna P. Lopez E
City Clerk
Neighborhood Association: Porter Square Neighborhoods Association — John Howard
s % .
hereby approve X A disapprove of said driveway petition. Careched NA .

Comments: See_ Cﬂ‘d?lc}&} ,Q,d—l(@/\/"
Signature of authorized association representative J O(/\ L{ L’(O U a»)&

Daytime telephone no. b7 -1 al ~QANX g ‘

cc: Petitioner

CITY BALL, 795 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139




Porter Square Neighbors Association
P.O. Box 401016
Cambridge, MA 02140
5o www.portersquare.net
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Cambridge City Council THE GITY y.___‘
¢/o Donna P Lopez, City cﬁkﬂ‘:%(fg I SAGRUSETTS
795 Massachusetts Avenue % BRI

Cambridge, MA 02139

March 26, 2014

To the Cambridge City Council:

We write to express our concern about the proposed curb cut at the current Gourmet
Express location (1868 Massachusetts Avenue). In addition to the formal request for
comments from the City Clerk’s office, several of our members brought this matter to our
attention, and we have had extensive discussions at our most recent meeting and on our
email list.

Our concern is over the potential for gridlock caused by westbound cars on Upland Road
attempting to turn left into the proposed parking area, but blocked by eastbound cars
queued waiting for the light at Massachusetts Avenue. This is already a problem area due
to the current short green cycle for Upland, not to mention northbound traffic on
Massachusetts Avenue blocking the Upland Road intersection, and general congestion in
Porter Square.

The proposal eliminates a second curb cut on Massachusetts Avenue, adding to the load
on Upland Road. We have heard the argument that the development will decrease traffic,
but we also note that the proposed development includes ground floor retail with the
potential to replace the current load from Gourmet Express. Regardless of the load, just
one car waiting to turn left can cause traffic to back up to and through the Massachusetts
Avenue intersection, seriously adding to congestion and even gridlock.

Finding a satisfactory solution to this problem seems difficult. Forbidding left turns from
Upland (and thus requiring that all approaches be from the west) would lead to lengthy
detours through residential neighborhoods extending to Lancaster Street to the south and
Walden Street to the west. Retaining the Massachusetts Avenue curb cut conflicts with
the development plan, and runs into the fixed policy of the Traffic and Parking
Department.




One possible approach would be to require eastbound cars on Upland to leave an opening
for left turns by using signage, adjusting stop lines, or perhaps a painted “don’t block the
box” area. We have qualms about drivers honoring such measures, but that’s a generic
concern with enforcement. It might be necessary to remove some parking spaces on
Upland Road in order to provide sufficient queueing space in the right turn lane.
Alternatively, allowing right turns on red exiting Upland Road might reduce the need for
eastbound queueing space.

A more speculative idea would be to provide a driveway behind the current parking lots
across from University Hall, connecting Mt. Vernon Street on the south with the proposed
development. Of course this would require substantial cooperation between the city,
Lesley University, and Mr. Wasserman. It would be particularly important to avoid
dumping additional traffic onto either Mt. Vernon Street or Upland Road.

We offer these ideas as starting points, recognizing that they would require careful study
and negotiations between all interested parties. Any solution should be supported by a
realistic (not merely pro-forma) traffic study, respecting the residential quality of Mt.
Vernon Street and Upland Road. We request that the Community Development
Department and Traffic and Parking work with the developer, Lesley, and community
members do a thorough evaluation before any action i1s taken on the curb cut.

Respectfully yours,

e Y ool

John Howard, President, PSNA

Ruth Ryals, Vice Presidefit, PSNA
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