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Tamara Griggs, 12 Ellsworth Avenue
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@ 1/am here to support Councillor Kelley's Policy Order Resolution 09 regarding Common Core
and the PARCC testing.

I have taught history at the university level for the past 12 years and I am also a parent of a
1st grader in the Cambridge Public Schools. I am extremely concerned about the PARCC tests
and the threat they pose to the autonomy and quality of our public schools. Theré is
absolutely no reason to overhaul public education in Massachusetts, which has been a leader
in the nation, on the basis of a developmentally inappropriate set of standards and a mind-
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boggling series of high-stakes tests devised by private m "‘MW

The duration and frequency of the tests proposed by PARGC not to mention the poor quality /a#“‘/
of the tests themselves, will transform our K-12 clagsrooms into test-prepping zones. Already,
Cambridge Rindge and Latin is considering getting rid of their successful block-seheduling

- / system solely to make time for the twice-yearly 8-hour PARCC tests.
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\4> For those of you for whom elementary schocl is a distant and yet happy memory,
N‘k 0 W’L - | yout should know that what is hapenmg in our schools is nothmg like what you experlenced
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5 p"f [s e E SSTOBHK. Just at the district level our kids take 8 different kinds
4% J“’ \ | of tests rangﬁ)lg from 2, to 8x per year (some of them last from 20- 45 Imnutes) 1t’s {'s ngt
ﬁ f unusual to walk into a clagg of 6-year old children and find them sr&%mg*at—desks surrounded
_- | by propped llp mamla folders to prevent dlstractlon or chea,tlng This is 1% grad

(QJ" Common-Gore advocates keep telling us that more testlng will help sclve the
achievement gap in our schools, which has become worse, not better, over the past decade T

(that is, in the decade since this whole high-stakes testing culture took over). Yet sehoels as | . . -

institutiens cannot solve the socio-geonomic achievement gap simply by raising the so-called

bar and testing cver and over aga.m o-guperimdendant of curriculum just a few weeks ago

made it cleapr to : W testing would put an end to the differences
between—@‘smﬁidgs’smﬁelementary schools e 1113. € the whole [ded of “Sehool chofee” —paerr—iwi
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setts goes forward. [ have a

You have a say in whether this ‘tegt drive” of PARCC in \ gachuy

say. We have a say. That's how democracy works. wm%
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