Crane, Paula

From: Jackie Woifrum [jackie. wolfrum@comcast.net]
Sent: Thursday, May 29, 2014 12:35 AM

To: Crane, Paula

Cc: City Council

Subject: support for policy order for publicly-funded election

Dear Ms. Crane,

i am writing in support of the policy order submitted by Councillors Carlone and Mazen which would require the City
Manager to gather information regarding the systems of publicly-funded elections that have been implemented in other
cities.

This first step of gathering information contained in the policy order will speed the process of impiementing publicly-
funded elections in Cambridge by enabling the City Council to have fully-informed discussions in a timely manner. I'm
opposed to any proposal which would slow down the process. The amount of money involved in the election process at
every level of government is truly overwhelming. it is utterly devastating to democracy when the individual’s influence is
directly correlated with the amount of money that they can donate. The negative consequences range from the toxic
policies implemented by elected officials in the interests of large campaign donors to the overwhelming hurdle that
funding a campaign can pose to ordinary citizens who might be interested in running for office. Publicly-funded elections
are a way to even the playing field for candidates and voters alike.

Cambridge should continue to be a leader in good governance and should expedite the process of implementing free
and fair publicly-funded elections in our city.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion on this important subject.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Wolfrum
18 Harrison Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
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