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Agenda for Neighborhood and Long Term Planning Committee Meeting
May 22nd 2014
Art City

6:00-6:10: Introduction by Councillors

6:10-6:45: Arts Funding In Cambridge
e Jose Marsol (5 minutes)
Reggie Perry (5 minutes)
Junot Diaz (5 minutes)
Erica Sigal (5 minutes)
Deborah Mason Art Studio (5 minutes)
Discussion by group about strategies for increasing arts budget (10 minutes)

6:45-7:00 Art City and festivals m Cambridge
e Art City Group: Amyko Ishizaki and others (10 minutes)
e Dennis Benzan talks about Central Square Festival (5 minutes)

7:00 - end
e Public comment and group discussion

Art City Facts

Mission State ment
e Art City Cambridge aims to further support and celebrate local artists and their work through
events and community engagement, giving them a new platform to showcase and advocate for

their work.
Contact:
Email: arteitycambridge(@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/artecitycambridge

Founders
e Amyko Ishizaki - amykoish@gmail.com
e Emily Falcigno
e Nina Berg




e Theresa Kim
e Deborah McDuff

Members - 30 members, 11 organizers, 100-200 artists

Meetings
e Internal - every Wednesday at 6pm
e Community meetings - Every Third Thursday at 7pm at 344 Annex St.

Events planned
e Art City August: Weekends and Pop-Ups - A community engaged festival that is highlighting
emerging artists and their work through grassroots outreach and community engagement.

Events and proposed venues for August

Music Weekend - Rogers Park

Film Weekend - Rogers Park and center squares

Dance Weekend - Dance Complex or Lafayette Square

Visual Arts Vendor Weekend - Lafayette Plaza, Graffiti Alley into the H-Mart Parking lot
Performance/Tech weekend - Magazine Beach or Dana Park

Graffiti pop-up wall - Rogers Park or H-Mart Parking lot

Busking monologues - all over Cambridge

City-Wide Flash Mob - Lafayette, Shapiro Plaza, Winthrope Park, Kendall Square Plaza,
Cambridge Commons

e Food Trucks - parked around events

Type of art highlighted
Dance

Painting

Sculpture
Acrobatics

Graffiti

Tech - Artisan’s Asylum and MIT
Classical Musicians
Theater

Crafts

Local bands

A Capella

Film
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“The night is beautiful, so the faces of my people. The stars are beautiful, so the
eyes of my people. Beautiful, also, is the sun. Beautiful, also, are the souls of my
people.”

This poem by Langston Hughes is going to be a part of the public art mural that we
are creating in Tech Square. I chose this poem because it really speaks to our )
community in Cambridge. Tl Reado Y00

My name is Johanny, I'm 10 years old and ['m an artistmn:;(e self-portraits, fun M H:M
drawings, and public art murals. I’ve been a part of the Community Art Center for \ 1 e mn
4 years. Art is important to me because it’s a part of me, a part of my life and a fun Aﬁ{’,ﬂ%
thing to do. It speaks to me and it makes me want to create something bigger. I

love art, I like it as much as I love basketball. People in school know me for my art

and that makes me feel complete. When they look at my drawings and say that I'm

a good artist I feel proud of myself and proud of the people who helped me make

1t.

Art is important in our neighborhood. The mural we are working on is an example
of how a community can come together to create something big and beautiful. I
hope over a thousand people will see this. I'm proud to be a part of it.

More art opportunities can attract new people to come to the community and
encourage everyone to try something new and follow their dreams. I’'m following
my dreams.

I recently won second place at the Cambridge Housing Resident Art Contest. I won
50 dollars and with the money I bought my mom a present for mother’s day.
Before the contest I showed the picture in school and everybody was cheering for
me. I feel proud of myself and I feel good about it and other people should have
the same experience.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
April 28, 2014

VICE MAYOR BENZAN

WHEREAS: Central Square has historically been a place of culture, funk, and soul for our
city; it was officially named a Cultural District by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council (MCC) in 2012; and

WHEREAS: Cambridge hosts spectacular cultural events like the Cambridge River Festival,
Cambridge Science Festival, City Dance Party and the Cambridge Carnival with
growing audiences every year; and

WHEREAS: Cultural events provide great benefits for the local economy and small merchants; it is
an opportunity for our community, neighborhoods, seniors, youth and families to
express the spirit and soul that has made Cambridge such a unique place for culture to
thrive; and

WHEREAS: The Cambridge community will benefit greatly from an Arts Festival in Central Square
that captures the history and development of art in Cambridge like: Jazz, Street Art,
World Dance, Breakdancing, Hip-Hop, Salsa and Samba among many others forms of
Art; now be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager confer with the appropriate city departments, including the Arts
Council about the launching and feasibility of an annual Central Square Arts Festival
that captures the essence of the music, dance, and arts history of our city beginning in
the summer or fall of this year; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager confers with the Central Square Business Association, Chamber
of Commerce and Kendall Square Business Association to serve as partners, provide
support, and to determine the feasibility of including food trucks, vendor booths, street
performers, and bands during the event and report back to the City Council in a timely
fashion.

REFERRED TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG TERM PLANNING, PUBLIC FACILITIES,
ARTS & CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE ON THE MOTION OF COUNCILLOR MAZEN
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