Oct. 14,2014

Dear Councilors,

Attached are the petitions requesting that the Fern St. remodeling plan be
reevaluated so that parking is allowed on the left side of the street. There are 351

signers of this petition. In addition, there are 4 names on the last two pages which
were signed al a community meeting, which were not done properly. .

Yours Truly,

e L

Alvin Helfeld

a.helfe |d1@comcas nif 617-492 0566




Alvin Helfeld’s talk to the Cambridge City Council - 10/20/2014

1. Hello, my name is Alvin Helfeld. | have lived at 417 Concord Ave, 3 houses
down from Fern St,, for 34 yrs. and I ride my bike daily except in the winter.

2. On9/5/14, at the block party given by the city contractors, I saw the Arts
Committee’s plan for Fern St.

3. ldiscovered to my amazement that the plan eliminated all 18 parking spaces
on Fern St.

4. Iwas very upset by this and spoketo several neighbors.

5. lwenthome and wrote up a petition for a compromise plan that included a
pedestrian path, a two-way bike path, single vehicular lane and a parking
lane on the left side (west), safely away from the bike lanes.

6. Istarted this petition because I believe that the plan itself and the process of
developing this plan have some serious mistakes. 351 residents have signed
this petition.

7. Ispoke to a number of people and I would like to briefly summarize the
process: The city approached Fern St. with several agendas: 1. Eliminate all
the parking, 2. Make Fern ST a site for an Art Project, 3. They set up a
committee of people who were either chosen by the city or were self-
selected.

8. We believe there were several serious mistakes: 1. City assumed that because
there were no residents living on Fern St, the neighborhood didn’t care about
¢~ it; 2. The plan was created by a group of people who did not represent the
“ surrounding neighborhood; 3. This committee made a crucial decision for
« the neighborhood, removing 18 parking spaces, without getting feedback
' from the surrounding neighborhood; 4. It is one thing for a committee to
choicé trees and art; it is another thing for a committee to make a drastic
-_decision that will disrupt people’s lives.
9°W hO uses Fern St? 1. Residents without off-street parking routinely use it for
- overnight parking. 2. Parents who attend Little League games, 3. Residents
“who cannot park on Concord Ave during snow emergencies and when piles
of snow reduce parking on neighboring streets; 4. On street sweeping days.
Fern St serves as a safety valve for-all of these occasions.

10. The plan offered by the Fern St. petition is a very good compromise with the
present city’s plan. Our plan provides for pedestrian and bike riding safety,
attractiveness and art with the availability of 18 parking spaces.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy nelghborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Sireet shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consultwith

the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.

W
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevajuate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street,

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
‘neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street. ’

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The leftlane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non- remdents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with

the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St, are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. Theleftlane of Fern Street shall remain as a car—pérkihglane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.
4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in
the plan.

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropria¢e Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring sireets. We suggest a two hour parking lmit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

A single vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remaiiz In

the plan.
Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.
The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street,

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.
4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consuit with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.

Ao trany N ek boa b 1 95/
1\44% Dot Mﬂm&ﬁc@ L§7 Lok chadn fve. ?/4/7/}
co 267 Comeovrd A‘(/"Q_. ¢lio
¢ {Umr:',; Havoern ~ 23 Donneit ST, ety {ﬁ%y/fw /0

4\-._)

fwer/ﬁ Evans WJM/% Mﬁ&ﬁ,ﬁ_ 9|0 (14
%ﬁﬁ%\\ﬂqxw ro< L_(x.N\QA[ 238 Al Coxi\a 32 5%
A1

5.

6. 5’7L§¢? QLY Z?Krwqﬁﬂ)ﬁ[&% O 21388

1 exiy Deuc bor 99 Chiran $7 0235

8. Gﬂlﬁ ke s 2 Lpwhaged gy

9, J/lﬂlp-l SIBPLES 188 Concol JQU o212 ?ﬁ 2y
10. VM5 Wietigm3pn) [ ooa : ! Z

11. a T ATG 425

12, M—, @mn.% /44:*”7 hwj,,a(/\/)()g [ Wi, \,h{ C//)/ML
13 Milte  Mecvee ., OH] 58 Critgen st Combrileg 2004-9- /4

14 500 Sevls 4/ 0)?/ | [bo ClAten St CML(\JN (f/IG/ZOm
15. N\o\m\q %*(%WQWQMFLQ St O3 A \\‘-\\7_U\-‘




A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents. ’

2. A single vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remaiit in
the plan.

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.
4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car Iane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in
the plan.

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and fee] of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The leftlape of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

~ the plan. '

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consultwith

the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in
the plan.

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned proposé the following for Fern Street.

1. Theleftlane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. Theleftlane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and ad;ommg two-way blke lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and fee] of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. A single vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with

the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tohin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street

1. The left Jane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non—reszdents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. A single vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with

the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in
the plan.

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the folIoWing for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly irnprove the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The leftlane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remaii in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersigned propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The leftlane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggesta two hour parking limit for non-residents
and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should remain in

the plan.

Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Street.

We the undersignad propose the following for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remain as a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggest a two hour parking limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.
2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane shouid remain: in

the plan.
3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult with
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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A Petition from the residents of the Tobin/Danehy neighborhood to reevaluate the
present plan for remodeling Fern Strest.

We the undersigned propose the fellowing for Fern Street.

1. The left lane of Fern Street shall remainas a car-parking lane. This is needed
by residents and visitors alike. Removal will be detrimental to residents of
neighboring streets. We suggestatwo hour parkmg limit for non-residents

and a resident parking sticker for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adicining two~way bike lane should remai: in

the plan. _
Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the street.
Cambridge city agency shall consult with

The Arts Group or any appropriate
the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are finalized.
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APETITION FROM THE RESIDENTS OF THE TOBIN/DANEHY
NEIGHBOROOD TO REEVALUATE THE PRESENT PLAN TO REMODEL
FERN STREET.

1. The left lane of Fern St. shall remain available for car parking. This is
needed by residents and visitors alike. Removal of the parking lane
will be detrimental to residents of neighboring streets. We suggest a
two-hour parking limit for non-residents and a resident parking sticker
for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should
remain in the plan.

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the
street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult
with the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are
finalized.
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A PETITION FROM THE RESIDENTS OF THE TOBIN/DANEHY
NEIGHBOROOD TO REEVALUATE THE PRESENT PLAN TO REMODEL
FERN STREET.

1. The left lane of Fern St. shall remain available for car parking. This is
needed by residents and visitors alike. Removal of the parking lane
will be detrimental to residents of neighboring streets. We suggest a
two-hour parking limit for non-residents and a resident parking sticker
for residents.

2. Asingle vehicular car lane and adjoining two-way bike lane should
remain in the plan. ‘

3. Plantings and trees will greatly improve the appearance and feel of the
street.

4. The Arts Group or any appropriate Cambridge city agency shall consult
with the residents of Tobin/Danehy before plans for Fern St. are
finalized.




XFINITY Connect 9728714, 7:45 PM

XFINITY Connect ~ ahelfeld1@comcast.net
Font Size

Re: Fern St

From : Jan Devereux <jan.devereux@gmait.com> L Fri, Sep 05, 2014 08:14 AM

Subject : Re: Fern St YL IY A5 oo -

Ly

To : alvin helfeld <ahelfeld 1@comcast.net>

suggest she take some photos.

On Fri, Sep 5, 2014 at 7:59 AM, < > wrote:
Jan,

My wife just returned from looking at Fern St and she saw lots of cars parked on the street, T suspect that these cars belong to people
from the suburbs who no longer want to pay $7 at the parking garage at the Alwife T station. They then get on the Concord Ave bus to go
the Harvard Sq. station. We can take care of this by restricting parking on Fern to two hours or a resident sticker. This will allow the storage
facility customers to park while keeping out all day parking on the street.

Alvin
From: "Jan Devereux" < >
To: "alvin helfeld" < >

Sent: Friday, September 5, 2014 7:06:48 AM
Subject: Fern St

“Hi Alvin,
I saw your Fern St petition on the Tobin listserv. .

I participated in the public art review process last spring (before the FPRA really took root) and did not like any of the
3 designs -- but the committee was told we had to pick one of them. Kathy Watkins and others from DPW were there.
No one talked about the impact on parking but the clear intent was to turn the street into more of a pedestrian and
bike passage between Tobin and Danehy and to slow and limit traffic by adding curves -- parking never came up
because the committee was only concerned with evaluating the "artistic" qualities of the proposals to decorate the
sidewalks. I inferred that the street plan itself had aiready been approved by the higher ups in the broader context of
the sewer p roject. To me, the whole decision making process was rather strange (the meeting ran 4 hours). It was
supposed to take place in Feb but got snowed out and by the time we met in April there seemed to be a great rush to
get something approved. Everyone agreed the final choice still needed work and the public art association was
supposed to work on it with the artists through the summetr. I never heard another word.

I wanted to let you know we are holding an FPRA meeting on Wed 9/10 at 7 at Tobin -- if you want to bring your
petition and say a few words that is fine. It's another example of an imperfect "public” process. There are also
environmental issues (soil contamination) on Fern St that demand dose supervision with all the digging.

Jan
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