Lopez, Donna

From: Michael Brandon <mjbrandon@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 5:00 PM

To: Lopez, Donna

Subject: Fwd: Draft to Council-please improve

NORTH CAMBRIDGE STABILIZATION COMMITTEE

Cambridge City Council
795 Massachusetts Av

e

nue

Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: Normandy/Twining zoning amendment

Mayor Maher and Councilors:

Pursuant to discussions and unanimous votes by our members at well-attended neighborhood forums

both this week and last month, I am writing on behalf of the North Cambridge Stabilization Committee
to ask that the City Council REJECT the pending Normandy/Twining upzoning amendment.

Participants at our meetings cited many reasons for their individual opposition to the Central Square
tower proposed by Normandy Real Estate, an out-of-state developer cited just a year ago for engaging in
predatory practices and tenant harassment by the Attorney General of New York. Please don't let these
wealthy outside profiteers continue to employ unsavory tactics and undue influence to corrupt

urban planning and land-use policy deliberations in Cambridge--a democratic process that is on the
verge of being derailed by your upcoming vote.

You have heard numerous views from citizens concerning this project, including those of the Cambridge
Residents Alliance, whose arguments in opposition our group found particularly convincing. Residents of
North Cambridge fear that a rich private developer might assemble parcels in Trolley Square and Porter
Square as has happened in Central Square, short-circuit the planning process, stampede the City Council
into spot-zoning the property, and build out-of-scale towers that would severely degrade our
neighborhood.

The North Cambridge community has long supported the creation of decent and affordable housing in
our neighborhood and throughout the city. Indeed, since the City Council established the Stabilization
Committee in 1981, our organization has helped direct some $2.2 million toward subsidizing housing in
Cambridge for those who could not otherwise afford to live here. While we welcome the addition of
below-market-rate units throughout the city, we believe the paltry percentage of units offered by
Normandy/Twining at this point hardly justifies the trade-offs given the destabilizing impact the project
would have on Central Square in terms of rapid gentrification that will continue to drive up housing costs

in the long run.



We appreciate your considering our orgazation's viewpoint and hope you will deny the
Normany/Twining petition in its current form or at least send the developer back to the drawing board so
that a fairer proposal can be submitted and subjected to a more careful review as part of a

comprehensive, less rushed planning process.
Sincerely,

Richard Clarey

Richard Clarey, Chairman

North Cambridge Stabilization Committee

15 Brookford Street
Cambridge, MA 02140

On Thu, May 14, 2015 at 10:23 AM, rclarey <rclarey@aol.com> wrote:

Dear Councillors:

At its monthly meeting on May 13th, the North Cambridge Stabilization Committee reconsidered its previous unanimous
vote urging Councillor Kelley to oppose the upzoning proposal at Mass and Main which will greatly enrich one developer
at the expense of the neighborhood and with little public benefit to the community. Those in attendance reaffirmed
unanimously this Committee's opposition to this proposal and directed this vote to be communicated to the entire

Council.

Setting aside the appalling behavior of this developer in New York, this proposal will set a terrible precedent
threatening North Cambridge and other neighborhoods with proposals by aggressive developers to search out
and overpay for properties which, may be distressed and offer the opportunity for a swift profit if upzoned separately

from the surrounding property.
For example, there are properties belonging to religious institutions which may be ripe for plucking by predatory

developers.
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