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To:  Richard C. Rossi, City Manager 

From:  Iram Farooq, Acting Assistant City Manager for Community 
Development 

Date: June 4, 2015 

Re:  City Council Roundtable Discussion on Citywide Planning  

 
In advance of the upcoming Roundtable Discussion on Citywide Planning, 
please find the link to the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for citywide 
planning services that was issued on May 27, 2015: 
http://www2.cambridgema.gov/purchasing/documents/2832/Bid2832.pdf 
 
Leading up to the issuing of the RFQ, a draft scope of services and deliverables 
was made available for public comment for a two-week review period. 
Comments received during this review period informed the fine-tuning and 
finalization of the document. The anticipated timeline for consultant team 
selection is as follows:  

• June 25, 2015: Responses due 

• Late June – August, 2015: Proposal review and contract award 

• September, 2015 - 2018: Citywide planning process 
 
The project is expected to take approximately three years, with an Alewife area 
study addressed as an early phase of the project. A detailed timeline for the 
various phases of the citywide planning process will be developed in 
coordination with the selected project team.  
 
The RFQ details the scope of work that will be undertaken, key topic areas to 
be addressed, project deliverables, and team expertise. A multidisciplinary 
consultant team and staff will work with the full set of community 
stakeholders—residents, property owners, businesses, and institutions—to 
develop a shared vision for the future of Cambridge and detailed objectives and 
actionable recommendations to bring the vision to fruition.  
 
The citywide planning process will be informed by a robust community 
engagement effort, details of which will be developed in conjunction with the 
consultant, drawing on consultant expertise and numerous ideas received from 
the community during the Cambridge Conversations process and the RFQ 
scope review period.  
 
We look forward to this opportunity to discuss the upcoming citywide planning 
process with the City Council.  
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