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Cambridge School Volunteers   (CSV)

Did you know that 75% of all Cambridge Public School students were impacted last year by a Cambridge School Volunteer? CSV has a more than forty-year history in partnership with the CPSD as the agency that coordinates all aspects of the school system’s volunteer programs. Last year more than 900 volunteers put in nearly 50,000 hours as one-to-one tutors, classroom or library assistants, and mentors in each of the elementary schools and at CRLS. 

Some CSV Highlights from 2006-07

· A CRLS student, referred for tutoring after receiving an “F” in English first semester, raised his grade to a “C” the second term, with his teacher giving his twice weekly tutor credit for the improvement.
· An 8th grader who was awarded the Math Prize for Proficiency at his June graduation was an alumnus of CSV’s Intergenerational Math Program, having been referred for tutoring in 2nd grade because he was performing below grade level.
· About 100 CRLS seniors whose native language is not English learned to navigate the college financial aid process. Almost 20 students received help with the college planning and essay writing process, thanks to CSV volunteers.
· An 8th grade graduate from the Peabody School AVID program addressed several hundred people in the audience at the annual Mack I. Davis Award and Recognition Event, speaking about his experiences with CSV tutors. It was the first time that an elementary student had spoken at this event.
· CSV staff instituted a new model of corporate collaboration with the Broad Institute, training Broad volunteers at their worksite for their eventual placements at CRLS and the elementary schools.
CSV Programs and Services

· Tutoring Center, Cambridge Rindge & Latin School – Volunteers work with students as one-to-one tutors in all subject areas, before, during and after school.
· College Planning and Essay Writing – Volunteers help students with the college application process, including financial aid.
· Science Olympiad – Volunteers consult with students who are competing in the state-wide Science Olympiad competition.
· Classroom Assistants – Volunteers provide individual and small group supportive educational services in a variety of elementary and high school settings.
· Library Assistants – Volunteers provide all kinds of support with library books, resources, and computer services.
· Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) – CSV recruits, trains and monitors volunteer placement in this program for 7th and 8th graders at three elementary schools.
· Elementary After-School Academic Learning Centers – CSV provides trained volunteers to assist in elementary after-school programs, offering a quiet, supportive setting in which to do homework, work on study skills, and more.
· Literacy Initiatives – Volunteers work with small groups of children in grades K-3 to improve reading comprehension and assist with Writing Workshop, editing and publishing books the students create. Others are paired with youngsters deemed at-risk in literacy for once or twice a week reading sessions.
· Intergenerational Math Program – Volunteers are matched for tutoring support  to improve both skills and enthusiasm for math.
· Corporate Volunteer Programs – Employees from ten local companies and public service/government agencies as well as staff and graduate students from two universities provide academic and mentoring support and promote career awareness through one-to-one communication and exposure to real-world settings. Most CSV corporate volunteers are NetPals/KeyPals, Reading Buddies, or Learning Center tutors.
Your Support Matters

Education today is a challenge. Not only are teachers responsible for specific curricula, but the emphasis on “No Child Left Behind” places additional stress on meeting the needs of children at very different levels. CSV volunteers provide essential assistance to teachers. We help students who are struggling by providing academic support, enrichment, tutoring and career mentoring. 

