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Lopez, Donna

From: Andy Zucker [andyzucker@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 4:19 PM
To: Carlone, Dennis
Cc: Lopez, Donna
Subject: Policy Order #18

(I am not able to attend the City Council meeting in person tonight.) 

 

Note: Please enter this communication into the record for the Cambridge City Council Meeting of 1/29/2015. 

  

My name is Andy Zucker and I live at 35 Winslow Street in Cambridge. I have lived in Cambridge more than 
20 years.  

 

Councilor Carlone will be introducing Policy Order #18 tonight relating to the electricity supply for Cambridge 
municipal buildings. I strongly support the goals of that Policy Order for a number of reasons:  

  

• I work with Mothers Out Front, an organization that is mobilizing to maintain a livable climate. We owe 
it to our children and grand-children to reduce greenhouse gas emissions quickly. 

 

• Cambridge contracts with the TransCanada Corporation for electricity. TransCanada is the same 
company that is developing Canadian tar sands and is a key supporter of the Keystone XL pipeline. It is 
not a company with which Cambridge ought to be doing business. Cambridge is exploring a “net zero” 
approach to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The city’s effort, which is challenging and will take time, 
is to be applauded. Contracting with TransCanada would be inconsistent with efforts by Cambridge, the 
state, and the federal government to reduce GHG emissions. 

 

• Climate change is a more serious problem than most people realize. The World Bank, in its 2012 report 
called Turn Down the Heat, says that unless the world reduces greenhouse gas emissions quickly and 
substantially “scientists are nearly unanimously predicting” a global temperature increase this century of 
4 degrees Celsius (7 degrees Fahrenheit), or more. Global warming of that extent, they write, would be 
“devastating.” Scientists agree that human activities, mainly GHG emissions, are responsible for climate 
change. 
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• Global warming above 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) may lead to changes that would 
threaten billions of people living on Earth. “Tipping points” could be triggered, similar to the 
irreversible melting of the huge West Antarctic ice sheet which is already happening due to less than 1 
degree Celsius of global warming.  

 

• Scientists tell us that by 2030 global GHG emissions need to be cut by about 50% from 2005 levels to 
have a reasonable chance of temperatures not rising more than 2 degrees Celsius. The city of Cambridge 
and the state of Massachusetts are leaders in reducing GHG emissions. As leaders, we should do what 
we can to meet the challenging goals that scientists tell us are needed to avoid the worst effects of 
climate change. 

Thank you. 


