Clerk Lopez please enter into the council record

fordeca42@aol.com

Mon 4/27/2015 7:12 PM
City Clerk Agenda

To:City Council <CityCouncil@CambridgeMA.GOV>; Paden, Liza <lpaden@cambridgema.gov>;

CclLopez, Donna <dlopez@cambridgema.gov>;

O 2 attachments (2 KB)
smime.p7s; ATTO0001.txt;

Good Evening to all

| have been an Area4 resident since the 80's and | am voicing my concerns for the Twining project on the corner or
Bishop Allen Drive and Columbia Street.

My stance has not changed since January.

No Up-zoning.

Reduce the number of Units.

Address the parking issue

Address the sewer & rat issue.

Respectfully submitted

Catherine Forde

-——-Original Message-—-

From: fordeca42

To: council ; dlopez ; Ipaden

Cc: fordecad2

Sent: Thu, Jan 22, 2015 4:54 pm

Subject: Fwd: [Aread4] ACTION ALERT: Support Affordable Housing & Smart Growth in Central Square

Good Afternoon Council Carlone, Vice Mayor Benzan, Chairman Cohen, City Clerk Lopez

| am voicing my concerns about this project. ( highlighted in blue)

| have been an Area4 resident for 32 years.

The project is too large of a scale for one of the most congested corners of our city. Bishop Allen Drive & Columbia
Streets.

It is bad enough that the fire trucks cannot drive directly down Columbia Street as in the past.

St. Paul's church has been in existence for well over 100 years. This project at it's present state would have a negative
impact on the members of this church. At a time when parking in Central Square is at a premium this would be terrible
to add 230 units to this intersection. | am ok with 100 units max with 45 units of affordable housing. (45/55 split)

Let the record also mention that | am not a member of this church.

a) A responsible strategy for parking, that will limit the number of cars associated with the project.

There is no guarantee that this will happen. Most houses have an average of 1.5 to 2 vehicles.

b) A commitment to affordable housing, with no less than 17% of the housing units set aside for low- and moderate-
income residents;

I am all for affordable housing and see there is a need for it.

39 units out of 230 is too small of a number.

| would prefer the Normandy/Twining obey the current zoning requirements and not upzone.

To create a building on such a massive scale would over power the abutters in our neighborhood.

c) A commitment to transit-oriented development, by building new residential units close to amenities, only feet
from the entrance to the Red Line and the #1 bus

The entrance to the red line is roughly 2.5 to 3 blocks away so to say it is feet from the entrance to the Red Line
is very misleading.

Finally |1 would like to know what is the city's plan to address the water & sewage issue that will also be a result.



Not to mention that Area4 is also in the flood zone.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Forde

28 Suffolk Street

Cambridge, Ma 02139

--—-Original Message--——

From: angela fca <fca0711nyc@hotmail.com>

To: forde ¢ <fordecad2@aol.com>

Sent: Thu, Jan 22, 2015 4:31 pm

Subject: FW: [Aread] ACTION ALERT: Support Affordable Housing & Smart Growth in Central Square

From: fuller@mit.edu

To: aread@lists.serpentpublications.org
Date: Thu, 22 Jan 2015 04:21:41 +0000
Subject: [Aread] ACTION ALERT: Support Affordable Housing & Smart Growth in Central Square

Dear Area IV Neighbors,
I’'m writing to ask for your action to build a more diverse and sustainable Central Square.

Right now the City Council and Planning Board are considering a major proposal from Normandy
Partners/Twining Properties to build a mixed residential and commercial development that would add
more affordable housing just steps from the Central Square T.

A Better Cambridge has urged the City Council to pass zoning to create more housing along Mass.
Ave, other major corridors, and transit centers in the city. We believe that zoning changes proposed by
Normandy/Twining are a productive step towards address the challenges we face as a city --
encouraging our dynamic economy while creating enough housing to give families of all income levels the
opportunity to live here.

ABC is especially supportive of the following elements of the Normandy/Twining Proposal:

= A commitment to affordable housing, with no less than 17% of the housing units set aside for low-
and moderate-income residents;

= A commitment to family housing, including 10% of all new housing units with three bedrooms;

= A commitment to transit-oriented development, by building new residential units close to
amenities, only feet from the entrance to the Red Line and the #1 bus;

= A commitment to local and independent retailers, with a public market, 25% of retail space
reserved for local businesses, and a promise of no banks;

= A responsible strategy for parking, that will limit the number of cars associated with the project.


mailto:area4@lists.serpentpublications.org
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http://www2.cambridgema.gov/CityOfCambridge_Content/documents/141124%20normandy%20twining_1.PDF
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HOW CAN YOU TAKE ACTION?

1. Attend one or both of the upcoming City Council Ordinance Committee and Planning Board
meetings to publicly testify in support of this proposal:
Ordinance Committee - Thursday, 1/22 at 5:30 P.M. in the Sullivan Chambers at Cambridge City
Hall

Planning Board - Tuesday, 1/27 at 7:00 P.M. in the Second Floor Meeting room at 344 Broadway.

2. If you cannot attend the meetings, email the Ordinance Committee and Planning Board before the
above meeting dates indicating your support for this proposal. Even if you can attend, consider
sending an email to reinforce your support:
Ordinance Committee - Address to Vice Mayor Benzan and Councilor Carlone, Co-Chairmen of the
Ordinance Committee - be sure to email council@cambridgema.gov AND City Clerk
dlopez@cambridgema.gov to get your message on the official record.

Planning Board - Address to Chairman Theodore Cohen and send it to Ipaden@cambridgema.gov
who will pass it along to the Chair and other Planning Board members.

Aread4 mailing list Area4@lists.serpentpublications.org
http://lists.serpentpublications.org/listinfo.cgi/aread-serpentpublications.org
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