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Creedon, Paul

From: Carol Lynn Alpert <calpert@mos.org>
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 3:07 PM
To: City Council
Cc: Farooq, Iram; Basler, Christopher; Kokinda, Ellen; Kenneth E. Taylor; Charles Teague; 

cambridge-lighting-task-force@googlegroups.com; Lopez, Donna; City Manager
Subject: Contribution to Tonight's NET ZERO Discussion

Importance: High

Dear Health & Environment Committee and Members of the Council, 
 
As City residents and members of the City’s Light Ordinance Task Force, we’d like to see if we can join forces in aligning key 
goals of the Lighting Ordinance Task Force with those of the Net Zero Task Force.   
 
The Lighting  Task Force shares the goal of reducing energy consumption and waste by setting reasonable standards for 
residential, commercial, and municipal lighting in new construction and transitioning existing lighting into conformance with 
these standards.  Along with conserving energy, our goals are to set standards that protect residents from the negative health 
and quality of life impacts of light trespass, to enhance safety by balancing light intensity and coverage with protection from 
vision‐reducing glare, to preserve night sky access, to distinguish culturally significant architecture, monuments, and 
landscaping, and to enhance the beauty and livability of the City’s community and cosmopolitan evening environment. 
 
We urge the Net Zero Task Force, the Health and Environment Committee members, the Council and City Manager to address 
these goals as appropriate within the context of the Net Zero initiative.  Please consider the following measures: 

 Specifying limits to lumen intensity, height, and directionality so as to avoid energy waste, glare, and trespass in all 
new construction, and provide a pathway to mitigating existing violations. 

 Devising a means to reduce or turn off non‐essential office and commercial nighttime lighting.  
 Provide the Inspectional Services Department with the training, tools, and person‐hours to promote and enforce 

existing and new building and zoning codes related to lighting through education, permitting, and remediation. 
 Include lighting guidelines in the Net Zero communication effort. 

Thank you for your considering these synergistic measures to green Cambridge while enhancing our health and quality of life. 
 
We request that the City Clerk include this message in the record. 
 
Best regards, 
Carol Lynn Alpert, Charles Teague (Lighting Task Force members), and Kenneth Taylor (architectural lighting advisor) 
 
 
‐‐  
Carol Lynn Alpert 
Director, Strategic Projects Group 
Co‐Director, NSF Center for Integrated Quantum Materials 
Museum of Science 
One Science Park 
Boston, MA   02114‐1099 
calpert@mos.org 
 
 

From: "Kenneth E. Taylor" <ket@taylorpartners.com> 
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2015 at 12:00 PM 
To: "council@cambridgema.gov" <council@cambridgema.gov>, "cambridge‐lighting‐task‐force@googlegroups.com" 
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<cambridge‐lighting‐task‐force@googlegroups.com> 
Cc: "'Farooq, Iram'" <ifarooq@cambridgema.gov>, "'Basler, Christopher'" <cbasler@cambridgema.gov>, "'Kokinda, 
Ellen'" <ekokinda@cambridgema.gov> 
Subject: NET ZERO 
 

Cambridge City Council 
  
KUDOS.  Congratulations to Net Zero Task Force, the Community Development Department, and City 
Manager for bringing this phase of the Net Zero effort to a successful conclusion!  Please approve the Net 
Zero Action plan and request language to change the LEED requirement in the zoning code. 
OPPORTUNITY.  Moving forward, please take the opportunity to examine the energy conservation impact of a 
thoughtful lighting ordinance which considers major potential energy conservation by turning lights off when not 
needed and lowering excessively high lighting levels. 
  
Ken Taylor 
  
Kenneth E. Taylor, A.I.A. 
23 Berkeley Street 


