Creedon, Paul

From: Saul Tannenbaum <saul@tannenbaum.org>

Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 12:17 PM

To: City Council

Cc: Peterson, Lisa; Gianetti, Lee; Lopez, Donna

Subject: To the Council: Amend and Pass the Open Data Ordinance

To The Honorable The City Council:

CC: Lisa Peterson, Deputy City Manager
Lee Gianetti, Director of Communications
Donna Lopez, City Clerk

| write as a Cambridge resident who has been involved in open data projects using Cambridge data since 2011 and part
of the drafting of this Ordinance since its origination by Councilor Cheung.

| applaud the City's efforts in creating an open data portal and the ongoing work to make the City's data available and
accessible. | am encouraged that this work preceded an Open Data ordinance and that the City itself has proposed text
for an ordinance.

| do, however, believe that the Ordinance needs to be strengthened and clarified by the Council before passing it. | have
four specific concerns:

1) Make the policy and purpose of the ordinance clearer.
This is a matter of editing, not changing any of the underlying policies or processes.

2) The prohibition on images and narratives is a left over from early drafting of this Ordinance. The intention of this
clause was to ensure that the Open Data portal was not misperceived to be a document repository. As the release of
data is under the City's control, and as the City's website is being actively used as the document repository, the clause is
unnecessary and should be removed.

3) Increase citizen representation on the Open Data Review Board and make their representation more effective.
Three resident members serving two year terms gives new members time to climb a steep learning curve, build
collaborative relationship, and contribute more effectively.

4) Remove the final paragraph regarding regulation of conduct and activities. It's not clear what conduct the City is
concerned about and what regulations the City is concerned might be precluded by this Ordinance. One promise of open
data is that others outside City staff will invent uses of data that the City would not, itself, imagine. Written so broadly,
this clause may introduce risk to any user of the data, inhibit innovation and, in particular, give pause to any use of these
data for business purposes. This clause should either be made specific to any legitimate concerns the City has or be
removed entirely.

| urge the passage of the Open Data Ordinance which, with the changes above, will be a landmark event in making
Cambridge government open, transparent, accountable and accessible.

(A copy is being sent to the City Clerk for inclusion in the
record.)

- Saul Tannenbaum
16 Cottage St.
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