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Planning Team

January 12, 2015

Vice-Mayor Dennis Benzan, Co-Chair
Councillor Dennis Carlone, Co-Chair

City of Cambridge Ordinance Committee
795 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Whitehead Institute Zoning Change
Dear Mr. Benzan, Mr. Carlone :

On October 22, Dr. Martin Mullins, Vice President of the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical
Research, Rick Kobus, of Tsoi Kobus Architects, and Rich McKinnon met with members of the
East Cambridge Planning Team to discuss plans for what they feel is a much needed expansion
of their building at 9 Cambridge Center. The building has been there since 1982, and is
somewhat dated. What they plan is a 50,000 to 60,000 square foot addition to the existing
building in front of the existing structure, where the open space and trees are now.

The addition will be seven floors, with mechanicals on the roof. The first two floors will be an
open “urban living room” in which employees and the public can congregate, with a coffee
shop, and perhaps a community room. We assume this is in lieu of the open space and setback
requirements. To realize their plans, a zoning change will be necessary; the maximum limit of
300,000 square feet of research space in Kendall Square apparently has all been used.

Although no formal vote was taken and we saw no specific architectural renderings, most of
those present seemed to think this plan was acceptable. Two are opposed to seeing the trees
removed, and one objected to the removal of the peregrine falcons. All of us are pleased that
high school students can participate in internship programs, and hope that scholarships will be
provided for those who otherwise cannot afford the fees. We wish the Institute well as they
continue their fundamental biomedical research.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely,

Barbara Broussard
President, East Cambridge Planning Team

East End House, 105 Spring Street, Cambridge, MA 02141



