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written opinion needed on PB discresssion on Special Permits

Please have the Law Department publish its opinion with citations on the Planning Board’s
discretion to deny Special Permits as ordered by the council on November 14 2014 and which
the City Solicitor offered to write on Jan 5 2015. The time has come to follow the law and
the way to make sure that at least has a chance of happening is to make this opinion public.

Please ensure that the opinion addresses Attorney Costa's opinion letter, specifically this
sentence: Stating that a special permit “may be,” instead of “will normally be,” granted is
consistent with and underscores the holding in Humble 0il v. Board of Appeals of Amherst, 360
Mass. 604, 605 (1971): “The mere fact that the standards set forth [in a bylaw or ordinance]

are complied with does not compel the granting of a special permit.
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