Mass + Main

Leah Byrnes <theleahbyrnes@gmail.com>

Fri 4/24/2015 11:05 AM
City Clerk Agenda

To:City Council <CityCouncil@CambridgeMA.GOV>;

CcLopez, Donna <dlopez@cambridgema.gov>;

City Councilors,

I first want to express my anger and dismay at the accusations of corruption and bias being directed at you by Councilor
Carlone and Mazen's allies in the community. I know that these discussions bring out passionate reactions among people,
but some of these tactics I find completely inappropriate. I think it would do a lot of good for Cambridge if the councilors
could reach out to their supporters, most notably Paul Steven Stone, and ask them to tone down the rhetoric and cool it
with the truly dishonest and desperate fear mongering.

I have already emailed expressing my support for the proposed Mass + Main project before you. The recent accusations
and propaganda being pushed through our community have pushed me to contact you again to reiterate the importance
of approving the petition.

We desperately need housing in Cambridge.

Our inability to add to the supply of housing in Cambridge threatens our ability to maintain diversity within our
communities and makes it more and more difficult for citizens at all but the highest rung of the income ladder to build a
life in here. Admittedly, this project will not solve our affordability crisis, but we have to start somewhere. Delay after delay
and distraction after distraction thrown up by the anti-housing anti-density forces in our city will only make it worse.

You are going to hear from people that the building is too tall, or that the shadows will ruin the area, that adding housing
to the area will drive up rents (which is not true). Basically the anti-housing forces will always find a reason for this and any
other building to not be built. Personally I like a mix of heights and enjoy living in an urban neighborhood that includes
buildings of all types.

Yes, there is more we need to do including the Master Plan and C2, but we have a real proposal in front of us and we must
not let this opportunity pass. Yes, those market rate units will be expensive, but our housing already is. If we do not build,
pressure on existing rents will only increase. As a renter, this is a scary prospect. Even scarier are the prospects for those of
us who want to become homeowners in Cambridge.

Just last weekend a two bedroom unit for sale in Area IV received 17 offers and will likely go for 100K over the ask. This is a
supply crisis. This dynamic benefits incumbent homeowners and it hurts the young, the poor and the future families and
citizens of Cambridge.

Finally, outside of the overall issues of adding to our housing supply and increasing density near areas well served by
transit, I believe this project would be a great addition to the vibrancy and economic vitality of Central Square. Not with



just more local businesses, but with more customers for those businesses. The Quest buildings as they are now are a dead
zone outside of the square and far from ruining the park I believe this project will add to the activity and strength of the
area and our community.

Saying no to this proposal does not mean that we are going to get a more "neighborhood scale" building with more
affordable housing. It means that the Quest buildings will sit empty for longer, the pressure on the existing housing stock
will increase at a faster pace, or even worse, lab space will be built as of right. All of these are less desirable than the
project before you that provides numerous community benefits.

Stay strong.

Thank you again for your service,

Leah Byrnes

7 Lawrence St. Apt. #2



