
I live in affordable housing and have advocated for it for many years. Yet, we need a balance of 

green space, sky views from the ground and some peace and quiet. The 40B project in Belmont 

destroyed a forest that was vital to protecting the flood plain in which I live. Affordable 

housing cannot be the ONLY thing we think about. And to be clear, this is not what most 

housing experts call a mixed-income development. The Normandy project is 80 % luxury units. 

Working within the system of profit-driven developers is a losing battle. This kind of 

development is unsustainable for the residents who live here now. You are turning Cambridge 

into a place where mostly very wealthy and some very poor will be able to live. Cambridge has 

been known as a European type city with quiet neighborhoods, low-rise buildings and an 

eclectic culture. No more. Everyone talks about how desirable Cambridge is. Desirable for 

whom? These high tech workers you are building for generally have no stake in Cambridge. I 

live with them in my building and while they are nice people, they come from all over the 

country and world. They do not come to stay for long, put down roots and join the community. 

If I still lived in my old building in University Park and this project goes forward as planned, 

my views of the sky would be gone. There would be so many more people who would change 

the culture and prices of Central Square. Both homeowners and people living in affordable 

housing will be see their quality of life suffer with the increase of noise, wind tunnels, lack of 

sky views, traffic, overwhelmed MBTA, etc. I do not think height, which blocks off a 

residential neighborhood is appropriate even if it were all affordable housing. That is not the 

Cambridge in which I want to live. If others do want that kind of a Cambridge, there should be 

a plan and not piecemeal up zoning. 5 &SIC -4 0 n b p&S *s 
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