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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
Community Development Department


MEMORANDUM

To:
Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:  
Susan Glazer, Acting Assistant City Manager for Community Development 

Date:
July 15, 2010

Re:
Policy Order O-7, dated June 21, 2010, regarding exploring ways that the City of Cambridge can showcase its work and participate in events related to the 2011 APA conference.

The American Planning Association’s annual National Planning Conference will be held in Boston on April 9 - 12, 2011.  Cambridge can use this opportunity to showcase our recent planning efforts in several ways:

1) Orientation Tour – Orientation bus tours are offered to conference attendees at the start of the conference.  These are narrated tours of neighborhoods that showcase local planning projects and neighborhoods of interest.

2) Program Guide – This booklet will include brief descriptions and walking tours of local neighborhoods of interest to planners.

3) Conference Sessions – The conference features 150 - 200 concurrent sessions, 75 minutes in length.  Five percent of these, approximately eight sessions, highlight the local region, which for the 2011 conference will be all of New England.
4) Mobile Workshops – The conference includes 50 – 75 mobile workshops or tours that provide conference attendees an opportunity to see planning projects through site visits to various locations in the region, with stops to hear about the projects from experts.  

APA’s Boston Conference Planning Committees have begun working on the orientation tour and program guide.  CDD staff members are serving on the Boston Conference Committee and have been participating on the Committees responsible for the orientation tour and program guide to ensure that key Cambridge neighborhoods are included.  Discussions are currently underway and final content decisions are expected in January-February 2011.  

At present, the orientation tour is slated to travel through Kendall Square, Central Square, and Harvard Square and will feature recent development at the biotech/life sciences cluster; Central Square revitalization; the universities, including recent 

development at MIT and Harvard;  and the Alexander Kemp Playground at Cambridge Common.  Inclusion of individual elements will depend on the final bus route and timing.

The Boston program guide booklet will feature Harvard Square, Kendall Square, North Point and parts of the East Cambridge Riverfront/Lechmere Square.  This will allow us to showcase the range of Cambridge neighborhoods from the historic to the contemporary; riverfront revitalization; redevelopment of old industrial and urban renewal areas to create a hub of innovation; the ongoing transformation of Kendall Square through incorporation of housing, open space, and recreational programming into a rich urban place; the development of a new neighborhood at North Point; the symbiotic relationship between the City and its institutions; and the creation of a livable city through consistent bike and pedestrian accommodations. 

The selection of conference sessions and mobile workshops occurs through a competitive process.  Decisions are made by APA’s national office, with input from the Conference Planning Committee on the local sessions.  Staff are exploring ideas for conference sessions and mobile workshops that feature Cambridge’s planning initiatives that would be of interest to planners nationwide.  These include the following:

1. Creating an urban environment integrating biotech, housing, and open space through a tour of University Park and Kendall Square.

2. Green building tour including a discussion of the City’s green building policy, Climate Protection Plan, and the Cambridge Energy Alliance.

3. Open space planning and Healthy Playgrounds Initiative focusing on recent thinking about play and child development. 

4. Bicycle and pedestrian planning tour of innovative street features to promote bicycling and traffic calming. 

5. Green affordable housing tour. 

6. Tour of the water treatment plant and ecological restoration work at Fresh Pond to provide a perspective on the City’s innovative water management efforts.

7. Session on small wind energy systems in collaboration with the Museum of Science, Harvard, and MIT to discuss the challenges of wind energy systems in a dense urban setting.

Proposals are due in late July and APA expects to announce the final selection of sessions and mobile workshops for the 2011 National Planning Conference in fall 2010.
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