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June 13, 2012
Robert W. Healy

City Manager


Re:
Council Order No. 3, dated March 26, 2012  


Referred back by Councillor Kelley for additional information
Dear Sir:


As requested I am responding to the above council order regarding the motor vehicle/pedestrian accident on Dover Street and Massachusetts Avenue for additional information.

The Cambridge Police Department received a call on March 21 at 2:36 PM that a pedestrian was struck by a motor vehicle at Massachusetts Avenue and Dover Street.  The information received was the pedestrian was laying in the middle of Massachusetts Avenue bleeding from her ears and not moving. Upon arrival Cambridge Police and EMS tended to the victim while also closing off the area for safety reasons. Massachusetts Avenue was closed at 2:42 PM with all eastbound traffic being diverted from Massachusetts Avenue onto Rice Street. The detour consisted of Rice Street to Cedar Street to Rindge Ave. Traffic Units were assigned to Rice Street and Cedar Street to assist with the detour.


As a protocol, any accident that might result in a death, the Middlesex District Attorney’s office and the Massachusetts State Police Collision Analysis Response Unit were contacted and appraised of the incident and responded to the accident.  Due to the response, the accident scene had to remain secured including the closure of Massachusetts Avenue. 

Upon arrival of the State Police and a review of the work already completed by the Cambridge Police Traffic Unit along with the updated information from the officer at the hospital informing us the pedestrian would NOT succumb to her injuries the State Police declined to complete a separate reconstruction. In order to gather the measurements needed to complete a thorough investigation and knowing that Massachusetts Avenue would need to be closed for an extended period of time, we made the decision to re-open the eastbound section of Massachusetts Avenue at 5:40 PM. 

On March 23, 2012 the Traffic Unit responded back to the location of the accident at 5:00 AM to complete the investigative process, they cleared the location at 7:30 AM and at no time was Massachusetts Avenue shut down.


The investigation has revealed the following information, this information has been gathered by interviewing the operator of the vehicle that struck the pedestrian and several other operators of vehicles that had witnessed the accident:

· The Traffic control light at Massachusetts Avenue and Hollis Street was green for eastbound traffic on Massachusetts Avenue.

· The operator of the motor vehicle on the inside lane (closest to the sidewalk) was travelling eastbound on Massachusetts Avenue had stopped even though he had the green light because the pedestrian had stepped into the crosswalk against the traffic control light and walk light.

· The pedestrian had hesitated slightly upon seeing the stopped vehicle then began to run into the crosswalk, the pedestrian ran into the side of the motor vehicle that was travelling in the outside lane (closest to the median) striking the front right quarter panel with her body, she then struck the windshield with her head. As a result of the impact the pedestrian was propelled further down Massachusetts Avenue again striking her head on the pavement.


Due to the severity of the injuries to the pedestrian investigators were not able to interview her until April 18, 2012 and the pedestrian has no recollection of the accident. Based on the witness statements and physical evidence it appears the pedestrian crossed against the walk signal.  Additionally, there is no evidence of speeding or impairment of the operator of the vehicle that struck the pedestrian.  Due to fact that  the vehicle in the inside lane stopped when he observed the pedestrian which blocked the view of the operator of the vehicle in the outside lane from seeing the pedestrian until the impact. The District Attorney’s office reviewed all evidence and notes from the investigation and concluded that no charges were warranted.


If further information is required please contact me.







Sincerely,
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Robert C. Haas







Police Commissioner
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