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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Community Development Department



To:
Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:
Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager for Community Development

Date:
September 24, 2012

RE:
Council Order #7 dated July 30, 2012 regarding BIO2012 conference
The City of Cambridge participated with the Massachusetts Biotechnology Council, Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, and the Massachusetts Office of International Trade & Investment in the 2012 BIO International Convention in Boston June 18-21.  The City’s participation, bolstered by collaborations with the Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, Cambridge Office for Tourism, Harvard University, Kendall Square Association and MIT, included:

· Sponsorship of the Mass Pavilion Booth on the Convention Floor – the City of Cambridge was among 4 municipalities (Cambridge, Boston, Quincy and Worcester) to contribute $25,000 to heighten the presence of the Mass Pavilion to the 4,000 companies that attended the convention.  As part of the Mass Pavilion, the City of Cambridge:
· Distributed 600 USB flash drives containing information on Cambridge and the biotech industry to all visitors at the Cambridge podium.
· Contributed to the Massachusetts Global Connect – a series of meetings with prospective companies and state and local agencies to develop partnerships.  Staff from the City of Cambridge participated in at least 8 meetings with companies interested in locating or expanding in Massachusetts.
· Based on individual contacts at the Cambridge podium during the convention, the Community Development Department provided customized information to 5 biotech companies and hosted a meeting with the South Korean delegation of business development officials interested in replicating Kendall Square.

· Massachusetts Global Gateway Tours, Workshops, and Reception– on the Friday prior to the convention the City of Cambridge and its partners participated in the MA Global Gateway workshops in Technology Square for international delegations that arrived early to get information about research and development collaborations and opportunities in Massachusetts.  Staff from the City of Cambridge and its partners conducted walking and bus tours of Cambridge.  City staff attended a reception on Sunday night to build relationships with international delegations that arrived early for the BIO International Convention.
· Conducted training for 30 city staff and community partners– implemented training program for city staff and community partners on the life science industry in Cambridge and future development opportunities for companies interested in locating or expanding in our city.  This training session will be updated and customized to specific industry sectors for future opportunities to promote Cambridge.
· Hosted CEO and VIP Reception at Broad Institute– over 80 life science industry leaders and real estate professionals attended a reception at the Broad Institute to highlight biotech in Cambridge and the cutting-edge research taking place in the companies and academic institutions of our city.  Mayor Davis and City Manager Healy introduced the exciting program, which included:

· Elisabet de los Pinos, Founder & CEO, Aura Biosciences

· David Lucchino, Co-Founder & CEO, Semprus BioSciences

· David Scadden, Co-Chair, Harvard Stem Cell Institute

· David Altshuler, Deputy Director and Chief Academic Officer, Broad Institute
· Produced a Business Development Video and Promotional Materials– produced a 6 ½-minute video with 19 life science industry leaders and business development officials, including the presidents of Harvard and MIT, describing why it is crucial to be located in Cambridge to achieve the exciting innovations necessary for a company to thrive.  The video is posted on the Community Development Department and Cambridge Biotech websites and can be edited easily when the content needs to be updated.
Complementing the video, the Community Development Department created or updated eight additional promotional pieces that tell the story of the life science and high-tech industries in Cambridge and the future opportunities available to companies that seek to locate and/or expand in our city.  These pieces, along with six content items contributed by our community partners, were uploaded to a branded USB flash drive that directs the user to visit the City of Cambridge and Cambridge Biotech websites.  The flash drive included:

· Biotech in Cambridge Video

· Introduction to Cambridge by Mayor Davis

· Cambridge Biotech Brochure 2012

· Cambridge Just the Facts 2012

· Cambridge Life Science Companies List 2012

· Cambridge Life Science Companies Map 2012

· Cambridge Project Development Log May 2012

· Cambridge Top 25 Employers listing 2011

· Cambridge Tourism Introduction for BIO 2012

· Harvard BIO Fact Sheet

· Kendall Square Retail Map

· MIT BIO Fact Sheet

· The Cambridge Chamber of Commerce BIO Fact Sheet

· The Cambridge Chamber of Commerce Directory and Guide

Expenditures for 2012 BIO International Convention:

$25,000
Sponsorship of Mass Pavilion, Global Gateway Tours, Workshop and Reception

$13,500
Cambridge business development video production

$  8,000
Food service for CEO and VIP Reception at Broad Institute

$  4,983
960 USB flash drives – 2GB with information upload

$  3,185
Registration for Mayor, eight City Councillors, and two Council staff members 

$  2,587
Convention registration fee for 13 City staff members

$  1,150
Video display equipment rental and technical services

$    590
Mobile scanner rental

$    508
Printing and labels

Total = $59,504
Continuing Collaborations after 2012 BIO International Convention—with the convention as the foundation for building partnerships, the Community Development Department continues its collaborative efforts with the state and local organizations and academic institutions.  These efforts include:

· Working with Harvard and MIT to create a list of university contacts for young companies in the concept or early-seed stage to determine the opportunity for strategic partnerships.  
· An update and distribution of information on Cambridge and development opportunities for the life science companies that visited the Mass Pavilion but did not talk with one of our staff members at the Cambridge Podium.
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