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To:	Richard C. Rossi, City Manager

From: 	Brian Murphy, Assistant City Manager for Community Development Department; Owen O’Riordan, Commissioner for Public Works; Susan Clippinger, Director of Traffic, Parking, & Transportation

Date:	March 27, 2014

Re:	Council Order O-12 dated March 17, 2014 regarding bicycle parking


The number of cycling trips in Cambridge has tripled between 2002 and 2012. This has been accompanied by an increase in the demand for bicycle parking. Approximately 1400 bicycle parking racks are in place on the public right of way throughout the city. 

The Cambridge Bicycle Parking Program, a joint project of Community Development Department and Traffic, Parking, & Transportation Department, focuses on increasing publically available bicycle parking by adding racks to existing sidewalks and public buildings. Approximately 500 additional bicycle racks have been installed through this program over the past 5 years. The city will install an additional 75 racks this spring through this program.

The program received $30,000 of funding in FY2010-11 from the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) Program, a component of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The program also has received about $150,000 in FY2009-12 from the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Regional Bicycle Parking Program funded by the regional MPO through the Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) program. Starting in FY2013, the program has annual capital budget allocation from the city of $50,000 which provides funding to install approximately 120 bicycle racks per year.

Because of limited sidewalk space available for bicycle parking, especially in dense business districts, combined with competing sidewalk uses such as accommodating increased pedestrian travel and sidewalk cafés, Cambridge began utilizing on-street vehicle parking spaces for bicycle parking stalls starting in 2012. Each stall fits in one vehicle parking spot and provides parking for 14 bicycles. Stalls are placed at eight high-demand locations for the warmer months and stored during winter. This initiative has been incredibly successful and popular with local businesses that are seeing a rise in the number of patrons who arrive by bicycle.

Other departments such as Public Works incorporate bicycle parking in designs for full reconstruction projects of streets, parks, playgrounds, plazas, and public buildings. 
The Bicycle Parking Zoning requirements cover private property, and are enforced through the special permit and building permit review process,  and the Parking and Transportation Demand Management (PTDM) program. The zoning addresses both short and long term bicycle parking.

In 2008, the MBTA doubled the bicycle parking capacity to 500 bicycles at Alewife Station with the installation of two “Pedal & Park” secure “bike cages,” with an additional facility installed in 2013. In 2012, the MBTA installed a covered bicycle parking facility with 14 racks in the public parking lot behind the Central Square station.

In business districts, Traffic, Parking and Transportation Regulations indicate that bicycles shall not be parked longer than 72 consecutive hours at the same location. At present, this regulation is not adequately signed in the business districts. This summer, we plan on adding weatherproof stickers to bicycle racks in business districts emphasizing to users that the racks are for short term parking, also indicating the 72 hour maximum rule.

Bicycles are not permitted to be attached to fire hydrants, hand railings, benches, trees, trash receptacles and parking meters or any sign pole, light pole and utility pole that has a sign designating a disability/handicap parking space. The city, though, does not enforce the removal of bicycles parked to parking meters.

The Department of Public Works Compliance Officer is responsible for enforcing bicycle parking rules and removing abandoned bicycles. Abandoned bicycles are defined as having no tires or wheels, having warped wheels or frame, having a missing, rusted or broken chain in such a state that renders the bicycle inoperative, or having missing or warped handle bars. Bicycles are first tagged and then removed after a 72 hour period. Parked bicycles that present a public safety hazard or block pedestrian access are removed immediately. Removed bicycles are held by DPW for at least 30 days.
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