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Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
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Susan E. Clippinger, Director

                    Phone:    (617) 349-4700 

Brad Gerratt, Deputy Director

                    Fax:        (617) 349-4747

RE:
Update of projects in the Blanchard Road area



RE:
Update of projects in the Blanchard Road area
Dear Resident:

I am writing to update you on three projects involving Blanchard Road.  The first is a new roundabout that will be constructed at the intersection of Blanchard Road and Grove Street.  The second is work that will be done north of Concord Avenue at Blanchard Road at Colby Street.  The third is a planning study of traffic safety along Blanchard Road between Concord Avenue and the Belmont line.

The City completed design with the Town of Belmont for improvements to the intersection of Blanchard Road and Grove Street a few months ago.  Several concepts were developed and presented to the Belmont Traffic Advisory Committee.  Over several meetings, residents and staff from Cambridge and Belmont agreed that a roundabout was the best concept.  The City completed plans for the project, which we submitted to Belmont.  Belmont is now responsible for completing construction.  The intersection lies mostly within Belmont.  The roundabout was designed to reduce crashes, improve pedestrian access, and will also effectively reduce speeding.  I look forward to its completion and I expect the improvement to make a noticeable difference for Blanchard Road.  A plan showing the roundabout design is attached.

The City has completed design and will soon begin construction of another traffic project on Blanchard Road north of Concord Avenue.  The project will include chicanes and curb extensions and will reduce speeding and improve pedestrian crossings.  A plan showing the changes that will be built at Blanchard Road at Colby Street is attached.

In response to concerns about traffic safety on Blanchard Road between the Belmont line and Concord Avenue, we have undertaken a study to assess the problems and to identify possible ways to alleviate them. We have hired an engineering consulting firm, Vollmer Associates, to help with this work.  Vollmer has completed most of the work within the scope and we expect it to be finished in November.  We are planning to organize a meeting with the neighborhood in December to present the results and to discuss next steps.

The study results will include details on the following:

· An assessment of possible ways to improve the alignment of the curved part of Blanchard Road.  The shape of the existing curve is unexpected and confusing to drivers, which contributes to crashes that result in vehicles leaving the roadway.  We are investigating the possibility of changing the road alignment in a subtle but effective way to create a simpler curve.

· Traffic calming devices that will reduce speeding and improve safety for pedestrians

· Other short-term improvements including signs and pavement markings.

We will notify you when we have a firm date and location for a meeting with the neighborhood.  Please contact our Traffic Engineer, Jeff Parenti, at jparenti@cambridgema.gov or at (617) 349-4715 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Susan E. Clippinger
Director
cc:
J. Parenti, Traffic, Parking, and Transportation


S. Rasmussen, Community Development Department


J. Avendano, Community Development Department
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