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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Community Development Department



MEMORANDUM

To:
Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:  Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager for Community Development
Date:
February 16, 2010

Re:
Council Orders O-6 and O-12, dated February 8, 2010 regarding MassDOT public outreach efforts for the Accelerated Bridge Program


The Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP) is the Commonwealth’s eight-year, $3 billion program to repair bridges across the Commonwealth that are currently structurally deficient or would otherwise become structurally deficient during the next eight years. As part of the recent transportation reform legislation, ownership of the bridges in the Charles River Basin has been transferred from the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to the newly created Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT). MassDOT is now responsible for the design and construction of bridges in the Charles River Basin that are included in the ABP program:

In construction phase
Expected construction dates
Craigie Bridge


Winter 2009 – Summer 2011

Boston University Bridge
Winter 2009 – Summer 2011

Magazine Beach footbridge
Spring 2010 – Summer 2011
Longfellow Bridge, Phase 1
Spring 2010 – Summer 2011 

In design phase

Current design status
Longfellow Bridge, Phase 2
25% design phase

Anderson Memorial Bridge
Conceptual design phase

River Street Bridge

Conceptual design phase

Western Ave. Bridge

Conceptual design phase

Reid Overpass


Not yet under design

Weeks footbridge

Not yet under design

MassDOT has held multiple coordination meetings with staff from the City of Cambridge and the City of Boston over the past year regarding the program in general, for each bridge under design, and related to construction traffic management issues. 

While the Accelerated Bridge Program’s public meetings for the Craigie and Boston University Bridges were held late in the process, MassDOT responded to City and public input by improving the bridge designs and holding additional public meetings. MassDOT has since developed a more appropriate public process for the River/Western bridges, allowing for public input earlier in the process. MassDOT intends to hold five public meetings for that project throughout the design process to allow many opportunities for public participation in the project. We have encouraged MassDOT to conduct a similar outreach program for the Anderson Memorial and Longfellow Bridges. 
In response to concerns that the first public meeting for the River/Western Bridges was held in Allston rather than Cambridge, MassDOT has indicated that it will replicate that first meeting in Cambridge, and from now on hold meetings in both Boston and Cambridge at all stages of the River/Western Bridges design process. Once we have the dates for these meetings, we will post them to the City website.
As part of the Accelerated Bridge Program, MassDOT has hired a consulting team to conduct a Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Access Study to address connections from neighborhoods, institutions, and business districts to and from the path network along the Charles River Basin. The consulting team will make recommendations on bicycle and pedestrian designs for each of the bridges and intersections on each side of the bridges, as well as improvements to the path network itself.

MassDOT currently has an email database of over 500 people, compiled from meetings previously held in the Charles River Basin area. Public meeting notices are sent to that database and a variety of newspapers and media outlets. MassDOT issues a media advisory and maintains an ABP website. To be added to their public information distribution list, individuals can contact Stephanie Boundy, Public Outreach Coordinator, Massachusetts Department of Transportation, Accelerated Bridge Program, (617) 973-8049, Stephanie.Boundy@state.ma.us. Within the city, those seeking additional information should contact Jeff Rosenblum in the Community Development Department, (617) 349-4615, jrosenblum@cambridgema.gov.
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