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MEMORANDUM

To:       Susan E. Clippinger, Traffic Director 

From:  Wayne S. Amaral, Manager of Traffic Operations and Engineering

Date:   October 27, 2010

Re:      City Council Order #0-2 (October 25, 2010) Buckingham Street Speeding concerns
In response to the above city council order the Traffic Engineering Division has reviewed the area and has the following comments.
TRAFFIC CALMING

Traffic Calming was completed a few years back on Buckingham Street with special attention focused on the areas in front of the Buckingham School and St. Peters School. 
The neighborhood was very positive about a raised device in front of the Buckingham School. As a result a raised crosswalk was installed at the entrance to the school. Vehicle volumes and speeds are very low on this street so evaluating the traffic calming measures are difficult. Nevertheless, safety has been improved due to this raised crossing.

Traffic calming was also discussed in great detail in regards to the section beside St Peters. The residents were very concerned about the vehicles turning from Concord Avenue onto Buckingham Street at great speeds. As a result, a curb extension was installed. Originally a larger curb extension was proposed, but negative neighborhood comments resulted in a reduction of this device. Nevertheless, the curb extension does require vehicles to make more of a 90 degree turn, resulting in slowing entering speeds.  

SCHOOL SPEED ZONE

Currently there is a 20 MPH School Speed Zone on Buckingham Street from Craigie Street to a point 175 feet north of Parker Street and another 20 MPH School Speed Zone on Concord Avenue, in front of St Peters School. After extensive review of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation requirements for establishing a school speed zone we have discovered that the remaining section of Buckingham Street from Concord Avenue to the existing 20 MPH School Speed Zone does meet the requirements for a school speed zone. As a result, the division will prepare an departmental work order to post the remaining section of the street as a 20 MPH School Speed Zone. These signs will be installed at the end of November.           
SPEEDING CONCERNS
Our observations and spot speed checks have shown speeds of 20 MPH to 26 MPH. Not one vehicle observed preceded over 26 MPH. Nevertheless, once the 20 MPH School Speed Zones signs are installed, the Traffic Engineering Division will contact the Cambridge Police Department and request speed enforcement on the newly established and existing school speed zone. 
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