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2 MIT/KENDALL SQ./LOWER 

BROADWAY 
 

Business Area # 2: 

MIT/Kendall Square/Lower 

Broadway 

 

Boundaries: bordered by Binney 

Street, the Charles River, Amesbury 

Street, and the Conrail Railroad 

 

Major areas of Business/Retail/ 

Industrial Concentration include: 

Offices, shops, restaurants in Kendall 

Square, Cambridge Center, Offices 

and shops on Broadway between #1 

and #200, Tech. Square, M.I.T., and 

the Hyatt Regency. 

 

 

Kendall Square 

 

The major crime story to emerge in the Kendall Square business district in 2008 was the 22% rise in 

larcenies from buildings. The majority of this increase can be traced to two distinct scenarios: thefts of 

employee property and thefts from construction sites. Thefts of employee property (such as purses, cell 

phones, and wallets) in Cambridge Center offices accounted for 50% of this type of crime in the Kendal 

Square area in 2008. Another 30% of the thefts in Business District #2 were of scrap metal from construction 

sites.  The numbers for commercial robbery have remained stable through the decade in the Kendall area, 

with roughly two per year. The robbery of a Main Street bank in March was cleared by arrest. The other 

robbery was at a coffee shop in February and remains under investigation.  Shoplifting has never been a 

problem in and around Kendall Square. Over the past five years, only twelve shopliftings have been recorded 

in this area.   Kendall Square consistently has fewer commercial burglaries than most of the other business 

districts. Construction sites were hit with a pattern of thefts of scrap metal and tools back in 2006. A series of 

arrests appears to have eradicated that pattern and only five unrelated breaks have been recorded here in the 

past two years.  Although not a major problem in this business district, larcenies from persons increased 

from 12 to 18 incidents in 2008. Diners at local coffee shops and food courts were the targets of pickpockets 

on weekday afternoons between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  The majority of bad checks, 

counterfeiting, and other types of fraud occurred at the MIT Coop and were infrequent in comparison to 

other retail areas. 
 

 

CRIME 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Larceny from Building 31 37 28 27 33 

Larceny from Person 15 6 12 12 18 

Commercial Burglary 11 8 13 2 3 

Commercial Robbery 3 2 1 2 2 

Shoplifting 0 4 3 2 3 

Fraud/Flim 

Flam/Counterfeiting 

40 17 8 12 20 


