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CAC Gallery at the Cambridge Arts Council
presents

SPUN
Artist-Designed Bicycle Racks

A bicycle rack design competition

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL CAC Gallery January 17 - March 9, 2012

Exhibition: Through March 9, 2012
Reception: Monday, February 1, 2012, 6:00pm-8:00pm

CAC Gallery, Cambridge Arts Council, City Hall Annex
344 Broadway, 2nd Floor, Cambridge

Cambridge, MA—The Cambridge Arts Council (CAC) hosts the first city bicycle rack design competition for
Main Street in Cambridge’s Kendall Square. Five artists — Vivian Beer, Carrie Bodle, Matthew Hincman, Case
Randall, and Aaron Stephan — were selected from the CAC Artist Registry by an independent jury to submit
proposals for unique bicycle rack designs that bring playfulness and functionality to a ubiquitous and



important sidewalk object. On view in the CAC Gallery (344 Broadway, 2" Floor) are three or four designs
along with drawings, models, and artist statements in the exhibition, SPUN: Artist-Designed Bicycle Racks,
continuing through March 9, 2012. All are encouraged to provide feedback and vote for their favorite designs
at the CAC Gallery or online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SpunBallot

:: View images of the artist-designed bicycle racks at:
http://www2.cambridgema.gov/gallery/?albumID=497&level=album

As the City of Cambridge continues to promote bicycling as a healthy and sustainable form of transportation,
the need for bicycle racks is ever increasing. The 1,000 bicycle racks currently installed on public property
throughout the City will soon be expanded to include the addition of eight seasonal “cycle stalls,” new playful
racks for public school sites, and some of the artist-designed bicycle racks exhibited at the CAC Gallery.

In designing the bicycle racks, each artist had to balance her or his artistic mission with factors of successful
functionality, ease of maintenance, compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and economy of cost.
Final chosen designs will be fabricated by Dero Bike Rack Company of Minnesota and installed on Main Street.
The City of Cambridge is engaged in a design process for the reconstruction of Main Street between
Wadsworth and Ames Streets. This construction project primarily addresses surface infrastructure needs such
as landscaping, lighting, traffic flow, and support of local businesses, with the additional purpose of creating a
framework for future improvements in the larger Kendall Square area.

SPUN is an exhibition to demonstrate the integration of artistic imagination with a utilitarian street feature
and to place this design challenge in the context of the City’s continuing efforts to make Cambridge a most
desirable place to live and work.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Vivian Beer grew up in rural Maine, where the development of hand skills and the making of objects was a
part of everyday life. This understanding of design as a hands-on process has influenced the format of both
process and product throughout her career. Vivian tiptoes through contemporary design, craft and sculptural
aesthetics, sampling from each one. She counterbalances a strong knowledge of contemporary furniture
design with the history of industry and architecture to create furniture that intends to transform our
expectations of and relationships to the domestic landscape. She holds a BFA from the Maine College of Art
(2000) and an MFA from Cranbrook Academy of Art (2004) and was a resident at the Penland School in NC
(2005-2008). She lives and works in New England, teaches and exhibits nationally.

Carrie Bodle’s work as a visual and sound artist explores the inherent experience of time, site, and material.
The coupling of place, media, and sensory experience has engaged her to investigate intangible relationships
that evoke questions of presence, distance, temporality, and permanence. Artist residencies and fellowships
include Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center, IBM Watson Collaborative User Experience Group in
Cambridge, MA and 911 Media Arts Center/Henry Art Gallery in Seattle, WA. Bodle received her Master's of
Science in Visual Studies from the MIT Visual Arts Program and since 2006 has been a visiting lecturer at the
University of Washington in the School of Art. Her work has been shown at the Location One Gallery in NYC,
the DeCordova Museum in Lincoln, MA, and webcast by radioartemobile through the Center for Advanced
Visual Studies, CAVS, at MIT.

Matthew Hincman is originally from Lynn, Massachusetts, and lives in the Boston area. Hincman graduated
from the Massachusetts College of Art and received an MFA from University of California, San Diego. He
helped found MAKE Architectural Metalworking. He has shown at numerous galleries around Boston, and in



2007 received a Massachusetts Cultural Council Individual Artist Award. He is currently an Assistant Professor
at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design.

Case Randall is a Cambridge resident and maintains a studio in Dudley Square, Boston. She earned a B.F.A.
from Massachusetts College of Art in 2006. Working primarily in bronze, Randall explores various dichotomies
pertaining to the human body. Her themes are those of mutation and mutilation, creation and destruction,
humor and horror. Her sculptures attempt to depict the ambiguous intersection where one may be visually
indistinguishable from another through but extreme abstractions that become figures of their own.

Aaron Stephan is a resident of Portland, Maine who originally hails from Western New York. He received an
MFA from Maine College of Art. He has been the Marguerite Zorach fellowship at Skowhegan School of
Painting and Sculpture, the Louise Bourgeois fellow at YADDO, and artist in residence in the Arts/Industry
Program in Kohler. His work was featured in the 2003 Portland Museum of Art Biennial and the 2006 Center
for Maine Contemporary Art Biennial. Other venues recently featuring his work include the Institute of
Contemporary Art at Maine College of Art, The Center for Maine Contemporary Art, The Nave Gallery in
Boston, and the DUMBO Center for the Arts in Brooklyn, NY.

CAC Gallery hours:
M: 8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.; T, W, TH: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; F: 8:30 a.m. - Noon

CAC Gallery is located in the Cambridge City Hall Annex at 344 Broadway, at the corner of Broadway and
Inman Street. Metered parking is available on Inman Street and Broadway.

Directions via MBTA: Take the MBTA Red Line to Central Square. At street level proceed west on
Massachusetts Avenue (towards Harvard Square) to Inman Street. Turn right and proceed north for four
blocks to Broadway. Turn left and walk one block to Inman Street.

CAC will provide auxiliary aids and service, written materials in alternate formats, and reasonable
modifications in policies and procedures to persons with disabilities upon request. CAC does not discriminate
on the basis of disability.
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The Cambridge Arts Council is supported in part by the City of Cambridge, the National Endowment for the
Arts, and the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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Cambridge Arts Council — Nurturing the Arts in Cambridge
The Cambridge Arts Council exists to ensure that the arts remain vital for people living, working and visiting
Cambridge. www.cambridgeartscouncil.org or 617-349-4380.



