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June 13, 2012
Robert W. Healy

City Manager


Re: Council Order No. 12, dated June 4, 2012

Dear Sir:


As requested I am responding to the above council order to ascertain if automated external defibrillators (AED) can be utilized in police cruisers responding to emergencies.


The Cambridge Police Department has been provided with the First Responder AED Program Requirements from the South Middlesex EMS Regional Director.  Below are the requirements:
1. Complete Medical Director Affiliation Agreement with South Middlesex EMS.

2. Consider AED products on the market and receive approval from SMEMS.

3. Ensure all responders who will be AED equipped have completed an AHA BCLS Healthcare Provider CPR course.  (For first responder agencies this must be done on an annual basis as set out in CMR 171).

4. Submit a list of all AED providers with copies of BCLS Healthcare Provider Cards.

5. Create equipment checklist as recommended by manufacturer and submit to SMEMS for approval.

6. Create policies and procedures for AED use in collaboration with SMEMS.

7. Create policy that clearly directs that the AED must be used if a responder arrives at a scene of cardiac arrest and no AED is in use.

8. Create AED documentation form in collaboration with SMEMS.

9. Conduct In-Service training that covers AED operation and documentation.
10. Identify personnel to review each use of AED and ensure documentation is completed.

11. Identify personnel to work as liaison with SMEMS to discuss cases, and provide feedback to staff.

12. Work regularly with SMEMS to discuss and implement process improvements.

In addition to the above requirements the AED units will cost approximately $2,500.00 each after accessories; and the Department must enter into a maintenance agreement with the AED manufacturer, Medtronics, which is the only unit approved by the Medical Director.  The cost per unit per year is approximately $ 350.00.


The Cambridge Police will need to meet with the Cambridge Police Patrol Officers Association and the Cambridge Police Superior Officers Association to discuss AED in police cruisers and training that will be required.  


Once the discussion with the two associations and if it is decided to go forward with installing AED’s in cruisers the Department will need to purchase equipment, provide training and identify personnel to maintain, operate and document the use of the AEDs.  






Sincerely,
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Robert C. Haas







Police Commissioner

RCH/bk
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