CAC

Cambridge Arts Council

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Revised June 5, 2008

Contacts:

Mara Littman, Dir. of Marketing & PR
617-349-4382 or mlittman@cambridgema.gov
Jason Weeks, Executive Director
617-349-4383 or jweeks@cambridgema.gov

Cambridge Arts Council Presents the 29" Cambridge River Festival
A FREE Festival of Music, Dance, & the Arts along the Charles River
June 14, 2008, 12 Noon — 6pm (rain or shine)

Cambridge, MA—The 29" Annual Cambridge River Festival creates a splash on Saturday, June 14,
2008, 12 Noon - 6pm (rain or shine) with a FREE, one-day celebration of the arts along the banks of the
Charles River. The Festival, produced by the Cambridge Arts Council, jam-packs a mile-long stretch of
Memorial Drive between JFK Street and Western Avenue with national and local jazz, folk, and world
music performers on multiple stages, public art and artist workshops, interactive dance, family art-
making activities, and over 150 craftspeople and specialty food purveyors.

CREATE art, CONNECT with local arts organizations, ENGAGE with artists and performers, and be
INSPIRED to get more deeply involved in the arts in Cambridge!

The Cambridge River Festival is FREE and held RAIN or SHINE.
Information is available at www.cambridgeartscouncil.org or 617-349-4380.

PRESS PHOTOS: http://www.cambridgema.gov/gallery/?Album|D=225
Choose “Download large version.”

STAGE 1: CREATE STAGE - JAZZ MUSIC

Location: by the Weld Boathouse at JFK Street

Performers selected by The Real Deal Jazz Club and the Multicultural Arts Center. In 2004 Shelley Neill,
Executive Director of the Multicultural Arts Center invited Fenton Hollander, the founder of Water
Music/Mainstage, to create The Real Deal Jazz Club at The Multicultural Arts Center. Blessed with superior
acoustics, The Real Deal has been winning accolades for presenting some of Boston’s best jazz concerts ever
since. Beginning in 1971, Water Music/Mainstage has presented jazz, blues and classical concerts all over New
England, including concert series at Jacob's Pillow, Castle Hill, the DeCordova Museum, and The Copley-Plaza
and Charles Hotels - with a 19-year stint at the Regattabar. Some of the jazz greats Water

Music presented include Chick Corea, Stan Getz, Dizzy Gillespie, Wynton and Branford Marsalis, Pat Metheny,
and Sonny Rollins along with many other rising talents.

Hosted by Eric Jackson and Ron Gill, WGBH 89.7FM

Schedule

12pm Stan Strickland

1pm Dominique Eade

2pm  Sergio Brandao and His Brazilian Jazz Ensemble: Manga Rosa

3pm Mili Bermejo

4pm  Charlie Kolhase’s Explorer’s Club

5pm Nicole Nelson & Dwight Ritcher More...



STAGE 2: FAMILY & CHILDREN

Location: Memorial Drive at Plympton Street (Harvard University Side)

Shake, rattle, and roll with your favorite little ones! Enjoy a wide interactive music, dance, and
theatrical performances by local arts groups.

Hosted by Vanessa Trien, local singer-songwriter

Schedule

12pm De Ama Battle and The Art of Black Dance and Music — African-rooted dance
1pm Behind the Mask Theater

2pm  OrigiNation

3pm Ricardo Frota & Sound Play Productions

4pm  Guy Mendilow Band

5pm  Chu Ling Dance

STAGE 3: CONNECT STAGE — FOLK MUSIC

Location: Weeks Footbridge at DeWolfe Street

Performers selected by the Passim Folk Music & Cultural Center. Since 1958, Club Passim has
entertained a diverse audience in its efforts to cultivate and preserve folk music. Over the last 50 years,
Club Passim has helped launch the careers of musicians such as Joan Baez, Bob Dylan, Ritchie Havens,
and many others.

Hosted by Matthew Smith and Darlington Howland, Passim Folk Music & Cultural Center

Schedule

12pm Session Americana

1pm Rose Polenzani & Session Americana
2pm  The Resophonics

3pm Adam Ezra

4pm  Anne Heaton

5pm  Alastair Moock & Pastures of Plenty

STAGE 4: ENGAGE STAGE — DANCE PERFORMANCE & INSTRUCTION

Location: Memorial Drive across from Flagg Street

You too can dance with the (Cambridge) stars! In the open air, on a portable dance floor created by the
Boston Dance Alliance, local dance ensembles will perform as well as invite you to learn a wide range
of dance styles from African-rooted dance to hip-hop, international folk dance, and the Lindy Bomb!
Hosted by Alice Hunter, Cambridge-based choreographer and instructor

Schedule

12pm José Mateo Ballet Theatre

1lpm MIT’s Folk Dance Club — Contra Dance

2pm  Mavi Dance —international folk dance group

3pm Superchief Trio — Lindy Bomb

4pm  OrigiNation — Hip-Hop

5pm Mladost Folk Ensemble — international folk dance group

More...



STAGE 5: INSPIRE STAGE — THEATER PERFORMANCES
Corporal Burns Park (Memorial Drive and Flagg Street)
Hosted by Lace Campbell, Artistic Director of Beyond the 4™ wall

Schedule

12pm Nora Theatre

1pm ImprovBoston

2pm Underground Railway Theater
3pm  Beyond the 4™ Wall

4pm TBA

5pm TBA

ART DEMONSTRATIONS & INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS

Location: various

Cambridge visual artists and organizations create literal “open studios” by taking their paints and
canvases, potters’ wheels, and even a kiln outside. Try your hand at ceramics, collage, and glass-
blowing at these interactive artist workshops!

GLASS-BLOWING
Location: Memorial Drive (near the Weld Boathouse)
Demonstrations by Diablo Glass School

CAMBRIDGE OPEN STUDIO ARTISTS

Location: Memorial Drive at the Weeks Footbridge

Visual artists from North Cambridge All Arts Open Studios (NoCa), Cambridgeport Artists Open
Studios (CAQS), and Essex Street Studios will give collage and watercolor demonstrations and
instruction.

CERAMICS PROGRAM, HARVARD OFFICE OF THE ARTS

Location: Memorial Drive at the Weeks Footbridge

Spin the potter’s wheel with instructors and students from Harvard’s Ceramics Program.
Hosted by Nancy Selvage, sculptor and program director and instructor at the Ceramics
Program of the Office for the Arts at Harvard University

POETRY

Location: Weeks Footbridge at DeWolfe Street

Wake your inner muse with poetry readings and activities. Contribute to a Community Poem.
Cambridge’s first Poet Populist Peter Payack is collecting couplets (rhymed lines) about
Cambridge. He will compile submissions into a community poem to be presented at the end of
the year. Hosted by Peter Payack, Cambridge’s Poet Populist

PAINT FOR PEACE

Location: Memorial Drive at Flagg Street

Support peace by painting doves for Sidewalk Sam’s “Neighborhood Dove Project.”
Organized by ArtStreet to bring a message of peace to communities affected by violence.
Hosted by Sidewalk Sam

More...



CAMBRIDGE WOMEN & GIRLS

Location: Memorial Drive at the Weeks Footbridge

Meet the new Director of Cambridge’s Commission for Women, Kimberly Sansoucy; view an
exhibition from the Community Art Center’s “The Recognized Girl” project, which explores
issues related to young women'’s self-image and identity; see a model of Ellen Driscoll’s public
art project Filament/Firmament to be installed in the Cambridge Public Library; and learn more
about the Cambridge Women’s Heritage Database.

Hosted by Kimberly Sansoucy, Director of Cambridge’s Commission for Women

SPONSORS

Festival Sponsors: Burt's Bees, Novartis, Luna Bar, Hill’s/Pet Fit Challenge, Honey Bunches of Oats,
Organic Cow, FoodShouldTasteGood, and Old Bay Seasoning

Media Sponsors: WGBH 89.7FM: Boston's NPR Arts and Culture Station, and WERS 88.9FM

Site Sponsors: City of Cambridge, Department of Conservation & Recreation, and Harvard University

The Cambridge River Festival is produced by the Cambridge Arts Council, the Official Arts Agency for
the City of Cambridge. Information is available at www.cambridgeartscouncil.org or 617-349-4380.

Cambridge Arts Council — Nurturing the Arts in Cambridge

The Cambridge Arts Council exists to ensure that the arts remain vital for people
living, working and visiting Cambridge.
www.cambridgeartscouncil.org
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