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July 28, 2012
Cambridge City Council

As a Cambridgeport resident and a member of Simplex Steering Committee I struggled
with MIT and Forest City Developers for 18 years, from 1974 until 1992. The conflict
was over what should be built on the former Simplex Wire and Cable Company site,
now known as University Park.

In 1987, rezoning of the Cambridgeport Industrial District was passed with a number of
side agreements signed by the city of Cambridge, MIT and Forest City. Neither the
Simplex Steering Committee nor any other community group supported the final result.
In fact, we stated publicly that the compromise fell far short of the universally-supported
neighborhood priorities for the land.

However, there were many improvements to MIT and Forest City’s original plans as

a result of the many years of neighborhood and city opposition. These were achieved
because enormous concessions were made by the City Council and the Community
Development Department. These concessions included allowing tremendous flexibility
in use, height and density throughout the part of the neighborhood furthest from the
residential area of Cambridgeport. The 80 foot height limit and associated density on
Mass Ave. — All Asia block was one of those concessions.

By coming back to the city twenty-plus years later and asking for 95 foot heights
and greater density, Forest City is trying to double-dip into the concessions that they
were already granted in the Cambridgeport Industrial District Rezoning.

I hope that you will take this into consideration, along with the neighbors legitimate
concerns about overdevelopment, traffic congestion, and additional pressure on the
housing market.
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