
AMENDED MINUTES OF APRIL MEETING     5/8/09 
 
 

Cambridge Council on Aging 
 

MEETING REMINDER AND AGENDA 
 

COA BOARD MEETING 
 

Tuesday May 12, 2009,  9:30 a.m. 
 

 
AGENDA:             

 
1. President’s welcome 

 
2. Review/Acceptance of minutes from meeting of April 14, 2009 

          
3.  Reports 

 
COA Executive Director 
Client Services 
Citywide Senior Center 
North Cambridge Senior Center 

 
4. Old Business 

 
5. New Business 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minutes of Board meeting of April 14, 2009 
 
 Board Members Present:  Pat Burgess, Bill Cobham, Rev. Marnette Saz, Carmela 
Schipani, Edna Stamp, and  Pat Toner. 
Staff  Present:  Eileen Ginnetty, Pat Johnson, Vincent McCarty, Susan Pacheco and 
Emma Watkins. 
Guests Attending: Susan Clippinger, Director of Traffic and Parking, City of Cambridge; 
Mary James, Cambridge resident. 
 
Minutes from March 10th  meeting were accepted. 
 
COA Executive Director’s Report: Eileen introduced Sue Clippinger, Director of 
Traffic, Parking and Transportation.  Sue reported to the board that the MA Bay 
Transportation Authority has approved Legislature to raise tickets to $100 for parking at 
bus stops. She alerted us that MBTA employees are authorized to issue tickets as well the 
police department personnel. Various issues were discussed including UPS drivers 
blocking driveways, raised sidewalks, speed bumps, crosswalks, signal lights and the 
recent fatal accident occurring at the corner of Oxford and Wendell Streets which killed 
senior Helen Chin.   
 
Client Services; On May 23 the COA in collaboration with the Cambridge Public Health 
Commission and Councilor Henrietta Davis will host a film and discussion on 
“Hoarding”.   The Mass. Bar Association who will hold a Monday evening event on May 
18 from 4:30-5:15: Taking Control of your Legal Checkup.  On June 11, The Elder law 
Project will take place from 1-3 p.m. Susan announced that on June 25 the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles will host “Shifting Gears”.      
 
Citywide Senior Center; Emma alerted the board that both centers are required to do 
satisfaction surveys by 6-30-09.  The Container Gardening held here was quite 
successful, and participants want an “encore”of this event.  Citywide continues to have 
senior portraits taken by a volunteer professional photographer, Susan Young.  Our 
Drumming class will start on May 1st.  There will a Bird watching event on May 15 with 
a rain date of May 22.  We are happy to announce that the computer lab will soon be 
moving to new space on the 3rd floor where it will be able to be more private and fully 
secured when not in use. 
 
North Cambridge Center; Vincent told the board that his Open Forum is May 4.  Matter 
of Balance class is full. Future sessions are being planned.  On May 20, 2050 will have its 
Birthday Tea. On May 21 Sarah Boyer, Cambridge Historical Commission, will host “ 
Cambridge Memories.” A luncheon trip is scheduled for May 28 to the Butterfly Place. 
 
Old Business: none   
 
New Business:  Eileen told the Board that the COA and Human Services have been 
looking at ways to respond to the tightening economic situation and that it makes sense 
to look at the resources we are using to keep open on Sundays for a very small number of 
participants. If we were to close on Sundays effective July 2009 we would not have to 
staff up the center for that day and we would save on electricity and fuel. 
 



The Center has been operating 7 days a week since its opening in 1995. 
Sunday has the lowest number of seniors attending. We have tracked the Sunday usage 
for months now, and about eight people come in on that day. It is the mostly the same 
people each Sunday. 
 
We can look at offering a boxed take out lunch to those people who are here on Saturdays 
when they are leaving for the day so they will have that for a Sunday lunch if they wish. 
(We will still serve both breakfast and lunch on Saturdays.) 
 
Many of the Board members were surprised that the Sunday numbers were low, and 
agree that it makes sense to not open for that small a group. This would be one move that 
would cause the least impact on seniors. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,      
 
Patricia A. Johnson 
Council on Aging Office Manager 
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