Cambridge City Council Ordinance Committee

Vice Mayor Sam Seidel and Councilor David Maher, Co-Chairs
Cambridge City Hall, 2nd Floor

795 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139
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Subject — Lesley University and the Art Institute of Boston
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June 17, 2009

Dear City Council,
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I write to you, again, to reiterate my support of Lesley University’s proposal to-te-zone
the area near the Porter Exchange Building in Porter Square. [ attended and spoke at the
meeting in early April. Unfortunately, I will not be to attend the next meeting.

I believe the proposal to increase the density in this area is in keeping with urban
planning here in Boston and Cambridge. These areas consist of nodes of higher density
to create the critical mass of humanity so vital to the urban experience. Porter Square is

one such place which will only benefit from an influx of students, business people and
visitors.

I have lived in and near Cambridge for 25 years and ten years on the West Coast.
Notably, I spent time in Portland, Oregon, where strong measures were taken decades ago
to establish urban growth boundaries and increase density in key locations. As many
publications support, Portland has become a model for other cities. Cambridge, like
Portland, has well defined neighborhoods and nodes of vibrant activity.

Your approval will pave the way for siting the new Art Institute of Boston in a vibrant
location. It will have a face on Mass Ave. As much of art itself is about, it will make a
statement and expose itself to the humanity of Mass Ave. Some have proposed locating
the AIB behind the Porter Exchange; | could not disagree more. The scale of the AIB
will overwhelm the non-arterial location while removing the students from the life of
Mass Ave and concealing the students and their art from the public. Especially in a

community as vibrant as Cambridge, art should be celebrated and encouraged, not
hidden.

Sincerely,
Andrew Enright

BA Fine Arts — Middlebury College 95
Age 36

74R Cushing St

Cambridge, MA

02138
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