
 

Cambridge Peace Commission 
A Department of the City of Cambridge, Massachusetts 

 

To: Robert W. Healy, City Manager 

From: Brian Corr, Executive Director, Peace Commission 

Date: October 31, 2012 

Re: Council Order No. 5, dated October 12, 2012, regarding Cambridge joining the 

Compassionate Action Network as a Compassionate City 

 

In response to the above council order, I report the following: 

 

The Compassionate Action Network, its associated Compassionate Cities, and the 

Compassionate Action Network International (CANI), are part of an effort to create “a network 

of self-organizing groups who share a common vision for a compassionate region and world.”  

There are no fees, dues, or other charges for becoming part of CANI, and the first step to being 

designated a Compassionate City is to submit an application to CANI. There are no specific 

requirements for participation other than agreeing to affirm the “Charter of Compassion” and 

that members of the community undertake efforts that are in support of bringing “a culture of 

compassion to cities, regions, and nations world-wide.”  

 

Based on the background information below, my recommendation is that the process could be 

initiated by taking the following steps: 

 

1) The City Council could adopt a resolution similar to the one adopted by the City of 

Seattle and including: 

a) A request to the City Manager that the Peace Commission be instructed to submit the 

City of Cambridge’s candidacy to be a Compassionate City and ; and 

b) Encouragement to the residents, organizations and businesses of Cambridge to 

“embrace and apply compassionate solutions and encourage community service to 

meet the needs of our families, friends, communities and neighbors”; 

2) That the mayor hold a roundtable meeting of stakeholders from the community to build 

support and develop possible goals for a ten-year plan for Cambridge based on leadership 

and involvement from individuals and groups across the City; and  

3) An appropriate nonprofit organization or coalition be identified that can be responsible 

for organizing, coordinating, and hosting, and sharing information about activities in 

Cambridge that fit within the Compassionate Cities framework and the Charter for 

Compassion. 

 

Background Information on the Compassionate Action Network 

1. This effort began in 2008 when a group of Seattle-area residents organized a five-day 

conference called Seeds of Compassion to “nurture kindness and compassion in children 

and all those who touch their lives.” The conference included the Dalai Lama and 



 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu. After the conference, the organizers formed a group called 

Compassionate Seattle and a network called the Compassionate Action Network. 

2. The Charter for Compassion urges the peoples and religions of the world to embrace 

the core value of compassion, and according to its website, is “a document that 

transcends religious, ideological, and national differences. Supported by leading thinkers 

from many traditions, the Charter activates the Golden Rule around the world.”  

3. The Compassionate Action Network began the Ten Year Campaign for Compassionate 

Cities in 2010, now called the International Campaign for Compassionate Cities or 

Compassionate Action Network International (CANI) to promote the Charter for 

Compassion “to bring a culture of compassion to cities, regions, and nations world-wide” 

and “affirm the principle of compassion and utilizing the Charter as a way to stimulate 

volunteer community service projects.” 

4. The Campaign for Compassionate Cities calls on individuals/communities to support 

the Charter for Compassion by launching a local campaign that: 

a. Asks the Mayor to affirm the Charter for Compassion and proclaim the community 

a Compassionate City; 

b. Meets with community members to define what it means to be a Compassionate 

City and how your city will work toward its vision; and 

c. Shares news, events, ideas, and resources with other cities in the network. 

5. As an example of what one city has done, the City of Seattle issued a proclamation in 

2010 that, “the Mayor of Seattle and the Seattle City Council affirm the Charter for 

Compassion, declare Seattle a participant in the Ten Year Campaign for Compassionate 

Cities, and for the next ten years will establish April and October as compassionate action 

months in which our citizens, government and institutions work together to embrace and 

apply compassionate solutions and encourage community service to meet the needs of 

our families, friends, communities and neighbors.” The implementation of 

Compassionate Action Months is carried out by Compassionate Seattle. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compassion

