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From:	Owen O’Riordan, Commissioner, DPW
	Susan Clippinger, Director, TP&T

Re:	Council Order O-4, dated June 9, 2014 regarding Concord Avenue
	

		
	






UPCOMING CHANGES TO CONCORD AVENUE
Concord Avenue between the Sozio Rotary and Huron Avenue is being reconstructed as part of the Alewife Sewer Separation Project.  The project includes a comprehensive reconstruction of the right-of-way including new utilities (sewer, drain, gas), roadway paving, new sidewalks and street trees.  
The existing crossing islands on Concord Avenue at Fern Street and Fayerweather Street were constructed more than 15 years ago as a result of neighborhood concerns about safety, vehicle speeds  and a desire to make it easier for pedestrians to cross Concord Avenue.  Through the recent design process, the community worked with city staff to create a new traffic calming plan for Concord Avenue that aims to make additional improvements to pedestrian safety, increase opportunities for pedestrian crossings and decrease vehicle speeds.  The new design was developed through a comprehensive community process including 8 community meetings focusing on the design and construction of streets in the Concord Avenue neighborhood and additional meetings with the business community.
Highlights of the Concord Avenue improvements are summarized below and the full plan is available on the City’s website at:  http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/publicworksdepartment/Engineering/cityprojects/alewifesewerseparationconcordaveneighborhood/Concord%20Ave_February%202014.ashx
· Raised crosswalks on unsignalized side streets to prioritize pedestrian traffic walking along Concord Avenue.
· Alternating parking along Concord Avenue to create chicanes, break up the straight street and encourage lower traffic speeds.
· Curb extensions at many crosswalks to emphasize pedestrian crossings, improve pedestrian visibility and reduce the crossing distances.
· Crossing islands and enhanced crosswalks at Fern Street to prioritize the pedestrian and bicycle connection to and from the Tobin School and Danehy Park. 
All of these changes will work together to improve Concord Avenue for all users; emphasize the mixed use nature of the street; and help all of the users to better co-exist.  The new paving will also help reduce noise and vibrations caused by traffic.

TRUCK RESTRICTIONS
Truck restrictions are issued by the state and require that the requesting agency identify a reasonable alternative route within their jurisdiction.  Truck restrictions do not apply to trucks with an origin or destination on the street. The likely alternative to Concord Avenue would be Garden Street or Huron Avenue.  Like Concord Ave, each of these streets has significant residential properties and would be negatively impacted by a truck restriction on Concord Avenue. 
Currently Concord Ave carries the most trucks coming to/from the west due to its direct connection to Harvard Square. Huron, Brattle and Mt Auburn carry similar volumes compared to each other and less than Concord Ave. It is highly unlikely that there would be public support for shifting truck volumes from Concord Ave to Garden St or Huron Ave. Therefore, city staff does not recommend a truck restriction for Concord Avenue. The improvements that will be implemented when Concord Ave construction is complete will mitigate some of the adverse impacts of the truck traffic by reducing speeds, improving the condition of the pavement and improving the pedestrian crossings.
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