TO:

Robert W. Healy, City Manager

FROM:
Lisa Peterson, 
DPW Commissioner



Sue Clippinger, Director of Traffic, Parking & Transportation

DATE:

June 21, 2005

RE:   

Council Order #25, dated 1/10/05
CRS # 20929

Provide comparative information on ticketing for failure to remove snow from sidewalks in surrounding cities and towns

Council Order #21, dated 10/18/04 
CRS # 20308

Consider larger fines for failure to clear sidewalks and consider the creation of an enforcement scheme that provides for increased fines for subsequent violations.

Chapter 12.16 of the Cambridge Municipal Code sets the fine for failure to remove snow or ice violations at $25.  Attached is a chart providing comparative information from surrounding cities and towns.  Cambridge’s fine is comparable to residential areas in other communities.

We are recommending that the fine in the Cambridge City Ordinance Chapter 12.16 be increased for all properties from $25.00 to $35.00 per day; an ordinance amendment is attached.

During the 2004-2005 snow season enforcement efforts were refocused to target deployment of compliance officers  (TP&T Parking Control Officers and DPW employees) to critical areas:  prior areas of violation, buildings for seniors, access to schools, T stations and bus routes. Changes were made to the way those resources were deployed to make the most effective use of these resources. 

A fine that increases for subsequent offenses is administratively, extremely burdensome. Every ticket would have to be checked against the database to see if the property had been previously tagged before the ticket could be complete, which would significantly delay the issuance of the ticket.

	COMPARATIVE INFORMATION ON TICKETING

	FOR FAILURE TO REMOVE SNOW FROM SIDEWALKS

	CITY/TOWN
	RESIDENTIAL FINE
	COMMERCIAL FINE
	COMMENTS

	CAMBRIDGE
	25.00/Day
	25.00/Day
	 

	BOSTON
	15.00/Day
	50.00/Day
	 

	SOMERVILLE
	25.00/Day
	25.00/Day
	 

	ARLINGTON
	25.00/Day
	50.00/Day
	 

	BELMONT
	NONE
	50.00/Day
	 

	WATERTOWN
	1st Offense = Warning    2nd Offense = $25.00       3rd + Offense = $50.00    Per calendar year
	1st Offense = Warning    2nd Offense = $25.00       3rd + Offense = $50.00    Per calendar year
	 

	BROOKLINE
	25.00-100.00/Day
	25.00-100.00/Day
	Higher end $ for multi-family & commercial properties

	MEDFORD
	25.00 = 1st Offense + $50.00 for each successive day not shoveled
	25.00 = 1st Offense + $50.00 for each successive day not shoveled
	 

	NEWTON
	NONE
	25.00/Day in Business Districts
	 


Be it ordained that Cambridge City Code §12.16.160(B) is hereby amended as follows:


In the third sentence thereof, the word “twenty-five” shall be deleted and replaced with the word “thirty-five.”

