
Cambridge GLBT Commission Meeting Notes
7/23/07

Commissioners present:  Pricilla Ho-Hway Lee, John Gintell, Robert Parlin, Jeff Walker,
Colby Berger, Lesley Phillips

I. Call to Order – Colby Berger took minutes
II. Motion to accept agenda
III. Motion to accept minutes from May 2007 meeting
IV. Committee Reports and Updates on Tasks:

Establish City Ordinance for GLBT Commission
John – Brian Murphy, Michael Sullivan & Denise Simmons saying that we need their
help so that the ordinance could get passed along.  Michael got back to John (and cc’d the
City Manager) and said that he’d look into it.  John will follow up with Michael and
Denise.

Cambridge Police Department
Colby & Jeff – CPD has not received feedback from GOAL but when they do, Joanne
will pass it along to the Commission
Follow up – Colby will check in with Joanne Shapiro about hate crimes protocol and
challenge in connecting with Steve Ahearn (no recognition by person who answered
phone that there was any GLBT liaison, SA had full voicemail box – how should public
get in touch?)
Jeff will draft a story that we can pitch to the Chronicle in order to get some publicity for
the Commission’s recent work (quotes from CPD and Rindge & Latin) and will explore
the idea of creating a “Queer in Cambridge” column that runs every couple of months.

Cambridge Rindge & Latin School
Bob – Principal Christopher Saheed had a terrific first year and was hired as the full time
Principal.  Bob will follow up to find out what ways the Commission could support
students and faculty in making CRLS in being more GLBT friendly.

Cambridge Pride Brunch
Jeff, Bob, Lesley, Priscilla & Beth attended.  Sue Hyde emcee’d, awards were given to
political folks in Cambridge, approximately 125 people attended, the food provided by
the Hyatt was good!  Commissioners got the names of 7-8 people who might be
interested in joining the Commission.  Follow up:  the Pride Brunch should be put on the
January meeting agenda (and plan to meet with the new Mayor in February to get a sense
of how next year’s brunch will be organized).

Establishing Official City Web Page
John – John has checked with Ini Tomeu (PR staff person for the City Manager)
regarding the unveiling of a structure of standard city commission web pages but
currently there is no demo or update on progress.



Community Outreach
John – revisited the idea that at some point we should have another town meeting in order
to take the public temperature on GLBT issues in Cambridge.  We will continue to
conduct outreach/visibility via public service announcement on cable TV, Chronicle
article/column, Outfest, etc.

Senior Housing Issues
Jeff – no update, senior housing task force was getting started but nothing has come of
that.  There was agreement that once the task force got going that key players needed to
be involved and that GLBT housing issues needed to be on the agenda at all times.

Outfest 2007
We decided to forgo an Outfest event this year given that we have 5-6 Commissioners
and not much time to plan.  We discussed touching base with a conglomerate of
businesses (Central Square Business Association?) to co-sponsor some activities
independently.  It was agreed that we should focus on Outfest 2008 as a celebratory event
(dance party, etc.) and even find a corporate sponsor to cover cost.

Re-engaging the Commission
Discussion of who is still interested in being active on the Commission, involving the
public more, inviting people whose names we have to come to meetings to share their
ideas.  Monday evenings are still good for most people.

Motion approved to change meeting time and length: the next 3 meetings will start at
6:30pm and go until 8pm.  (Sept, Oct & Nov)  Commission will vote in October or
November about whether to continue these 90 minute meetings.  Reminder – there will
be no Commission meeting in August.

V.  Public Comment – visitor Shoney DeMelfi (Family Resource Recruiter for
Cambridge Family & Children Services) came to talk about CFCS’s efforts to recruit
LGBT adults who are interested in becoming foster parents.  CFCS maintains
approximately 15 foster homes.  Shoney would like to attend Commission events and/or
be included in activities where potential foster parents might be tapped. Jeff noted that
this week is family week at Provincetown – good place to do outreach for potential foster
parents.

VI.  Announcements
Jeff got a call from the Human Rights Commission – they would like a rep from our
Commission to attend one of their meetings.  Jeff asked them to send a schedule and that
we could organize a visit.

VII.  Adjourn


