
Cambridge GLBT Commission
October 22, 2007 meeting minutes

I. Call to Order, Appointment of Minutes Taker, Recording Roll
Commissioners present: Colby Berger, John Gintell, Priscilla Lee, Bob Parlin,
Lesley Phillips, Jeff Walker. Priscilla Lee recorded these minutes.  
Visitors: Melody Brazo, Welcoming Schools LGBT Liaison and Kathy Keegan,
Project 10 East

II. Motion to Accept Agenda: Passed
III. Motion to Accept minutes from July 2007 meeting: Passed
IV. Committee reports and Updates on Tasks:

1.  Report from Project 10 East (P10), Kathy Keegan
Kathy gave a detailed report on the various activities, collaborations, and student
support initiatives of P10 over the past year.  What impressive work!  Main
observations include that:

•  Homophobia and hostility towards GLBT youth are still very prevalent at
CRLS.  Despite the general perception among CRLS adults that the school
is safe, P10 students often perceive the environment as not-so-safe.

•   Many of the P10 students, and particularly among immigrant youth, have
parents who reject them. Kathy notes that the double whammy of rejection
by family and peers has a huge impact on the students’ self-esteem and
development and is incredibly disempowering.

• P10 provides a place where these students can be “themselves,” and feel
safe in doing so.  “It seems to be, for some students, an antidote to the
name-calling and disrespect that they encounter… Even as we work to
dismantle the reasons that the name-calling happens, we need to be
cognizant of providing a place and a person where students can touch down
and be fully who they are.” (KK, P10 Report of Activities, Oct 07)  

Kathy is hoping that the Commission can support her in an attempt to increase the
hours of her P10 Coordinator position (currently part time, with health insurance
benefits) to a full time position.  She feels that with additional weekly hours she can
better address the need for more consistent, comprehensive training of teachers
around GLBT awareness and perhaps work with teachers around integrating GLBT
awareness into lesson plans.

Next Steps: We asked Kathy to develop and present us with a proposal at
our January ’08 meeting that will explain the need for an increase in hours, how they
would be used, and how they would be beneficial to CRLS. This will give us time
before the official school budget hearings in February to consider how we can
support her in that endeavor.  
  
2. Report from Welcoming Schools LGBT Liaison (Melody Brazo)
Melody updated commissioners on all of her activities for the past year as the
Welcoming Schools LGBT Liaison.  Among the many many activities mentioned,
she hosted LGBT family potlucks and a Teachers Tea, met with 10 elementary
school principals, a Parent Council, and a school “Climate” committee… She
facilitated film viewings and discussions for parents at several Cambridge schools,
collaborated on Coming Out Day and Allies Week events with P10 East, organized
a district-wide Fall School Climate conference, and produced and distributed three
Welcoming Schools Newsletters.  
Melody observes that there is a real need to start talking about transgender issues at
the early elementary level.  This belief was echoed strongly by Colby.

Next Steps:  We have asked Melody to draw up an “essential materials
budget “ that we can support on her behalf.  She would love to expand her “library”



of books and dvds, have a business card, and be able to print up more brochures
(all of which have been out-of-pocket expenses to date).

3. Establish City Ordinance for GLBT Commission (John Gintell):
 On Monday Oct. 29 the City Council is expected to vote for the second go-round
on the ordinance for our commission.  

Next Steps:  As the number of commissioners has dwindled to 6, the need
to get the City Manager to act on the appointment of new commissioners quickly is
imperative.  John and Jeff will be talking about how best to help this happen-
perhaps they can get a city councilor to make a motion towards this priority at the
10/29 meeting.  We will also need to consider how to recruit new commissioners-
asi
de form the list of interested folks that former commissioner Beth Damsky will hand
off to Priscilla, we could include the call to participation in an upcoming Chronicle
article which will announce the passing of the ordinance and possibly speak with
CCTV about airing a recruitment piece.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nancy Alach has resigned as a commissioner effective Oct 22nd.   

Our next meeting is scheduled for November and until future notice, we will meet
from 5:30 - 7 PM in the second floor conference room at 119 Windsor Street.

We will invite Steve Ahern, Joanne Shapiro, and Mike Walsh to our February ’08
meeting as a follow up to the GOAL training sessions with the Cambridge Police
Department.


