\
Note:  These are guidelines.  Because conditions can vary from one property to another, inspector discretion based on experience is necessary. 

	Guidelines for Estimating Severity of Rat Infestations

	Rat Signs
Observed
	Low
Severity Level 1
	Increasing/Emerging
Severity Level 2
	Severe
Severity Level 3

	Fresh Tracks*
	Few in number (< 10)
	Moderate in number (approx. 10-20)
	Many; in several different areas; tracks pointing in different directions 

	Fresh Droppings**
	A few droppings present, or one or two groups of droppings in the same area containing only a few droppings:  mostly of same size 
	Droppings seen in several different areas; typically two or more distinct sizes
	Many droppings in most of the areas being inspected; all sizes ranging from to large.

	Active Burrows ***
	1 – 3 active burrow holes in earth, cement or building structures
	4 – 12 active burrow holes; in several areas in the earth, cement or building structures
	>12 or more active burrow holes; in several areas in the earth, cement or building structures

	Active Runs and Rub Marks
	One or a few  runways or rub marks and not easily seen
	Several distinct runways or rub marks; one or more indicating heavy travel
	Many runways or rub marks; easily seen and showing signs of heavy travel; slick, greasy and not dusty

	Fresh Gnawing****
	1 item gnawed (plastic cans, bags, etc). 
	2-3 instances and on several items at different locations. Gnawed frass present. 
	>3 instances and items at different locations; Gnawed frass present.

	Live Rats Seen
	1 rat visible 
	2-3 live rats visible, including if harborage is somehow disturbed. 
	Several live rats active in different areas of the property with or without any harborage being disturbed.  

	Garbage
	Minor levels of spillage; enough to feed a couple rats each evening.  Containers present, but uncovered. 
	Moderate levels of spillage, bags, etc., allowing a family or two of rats to feed each evening.  Poor containerization, no containers, or containers in bad conditions, no covers, etc. 
	Extensive spillage and food is readily abundant and available to rats in several different areas. No containers or all trash containers in very bad condition and needing replacements. 
Refuse management overhaul is needed. 

	Harborage
	Some junk and debris lying on ground, or dense vegetation present.  Enough to harbor several rats. 
	Clutter such as construction waste, old furniture and fixtures are found in area; dense vegetation, and tall weeds etc.  Enough to support a dozen or so rats. 
	Severe and obvious clutter such as construction waste, old furniture, boxes, boards, lying on ground; dense vegetation and trapped litter abundant.  All allowing for large numbers of rats. 


* Tracks appear like “star patterns” in mud and/or in dusty areas (See picture sheet).   When tracks are clear, they serve as an excellent true active rodent sign, because most tracks do not last long due to rains, wind, or clean ups. 

 **Droppings are usually found with other ARS.   If droppings are very fresh, they are still moist. Droppings that are seen in the absence of all other rat signs, and that appear dusty, gray, and dried out are probably not enough to indicate that rats are active at the time of the inspection.

***See picture guides for tracks, active vs. inactive burrows and holes (in cements, streets, stoops, etc).  Examine burrows for bits of hair; recent food/nesting material dragged into entrance or shiny, smooth rub marks.

****Fresh Gnawing is usually indicated by the presence of the gnawed away pieces or frass (plastic, wood). Care must be taken to not consider old gnaw holes in cans or on structural posts, etc. as evidence of recent activity.
