TO:

Robert W. Healy, City Manager

FROM:
Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager



for Community Development

DATE:

June 22, 2006

RE:
Policy Order Resolution 0-37, dated June 5, 2006: Update on the outcome of the traffic calming “test” along Harvey Street

In response to the above-referenced council order, we report the following:

Residents on Harvey Street have requested traffic calming to reduce vehicle speeds on the street.  As the street was recently repaved and no additional construction is planned, city staff hosted a series of community meetings to discuss options for reducing vehicle speeds without reconstructing the street.  As a result of those meetings, the creation of a “chicane” (a shift in the road) by alternating the parking from side to side, using signage and pavement markings, is under consideration.  Chicanes reduce the likelihood of speeding because the street appears less straight (see Figure 1).

A trial of the proposed chicane, which would shift parking to the south side of the street between Reed Street and Clay Street, was completed on Wednesday June 21, 2006.  A notice was sent to Harvey Street residents and business owners on June 7 to explain the background of the project and informing them of the trial.

The purpose of the trial was to ensure that the implementation of the chicane would not prevent large vehicles from navigating along Harvey Street.  Temporary chalk markings, cones and barrels were placed at the locations where the chicanes and new on-street parking would be provided.  Access (entering and exiting) to driveways was also analyzed during the trial.  

The trial started approximately around 11:00 am.  Fire Department apparatus and delivery trucks traveled Harvey Street without problem.  Driveways between Reed Street and Clay Street were also easily accessed.  However, during the trial it was determined that the loading zone near 95 Harvey Street could not be adequately accommodated on the south side of the street due to space limitations.

As an alternative to the proposed chicane, city staff has analyzed an alternative plan which would shift parking from the north side to the south side of the street between Cedar Street and Reed Street as well as between Clay Street and Jackson Street, and shift parking from the south side to the north side of the street west of Clifton Street (see attached plan).  This alternative would result in the elimination of six parking spaces on Harvey Street.  However, night-time surveys of parking availability on Harvey Street and the section of Clifton Street immediately adjacent to Harvey Street indicate that the demand for parking spaces is less than what is available, even if six spaces were lost.

A survey has been sent to residents explaining the outcome of the trial and providing information about the new alternative including the impact on parking.  Survey responses will determine whether a chicane will be implemented.  Or, if requested, city staff will hold an additional community meeting in September to discuss the options in more detail before making a determination about how to proceed.
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Figure 1:  Chicane
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