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Cambridge Public Health Department

119 Windsor Street ( Ground Level ( Cambridge, MA 02139
Cambridge Health Alliance





       617.665.3800 ( Fax 617.665.3888
To:  
Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:  Harold Cox, Chief Public Health Officer

Re:  
Council Order 6-30: report on how the Healthy Children Task Force Advisory Board works 

and how appointments to this board are made

Date:
May 22, 2006
The Healthy Children Task Force (HCTF) is a community group that began around 1990, evolving from the work of The Health of the City, as a joint initiative of the Cambridge Hospital, the City of Cambridge, and Harvard University. 

The purpose of the Healthy Children Task Force is to promote the health of children in Cambridge.  Interested individuals participate in monthly meetings where health issues are prioritized, research on priority topics are presented, strategies for addressing issues and resources are identified, and action steps to support initiatives around the health of Cambridge children are generated.   Meeting agendas are developed based on the interest of participants.  Examples of topics addressed by HCTF include nutrition, physical activity, domestic violence, mental health, family violence, bullying, sleep, and dental health.  Subcommittees have been formed around particular issues that include a Physical Activity and Healthy Eating Action Group, a School Food Advisory Group and a Mental Health Subcommittee.  (For activities the Healthy Children Task Force has been involved with, please see the attached list.)  Chairs of the Task Force are Dr. David Link, Chief of Pediatrics at the Cambridge Health Alliance and Mt. Auburn Hospital, and Henrietta Davis, Cambridge City Councilor.  The Institute for Community Health staffs the Task Force and the subcommittees.  

The Task Force consists of individuals who participate in HCTF meetings, subcommittee meetings or collaborative activities identified by the group.  The HCTF maintains a voluntary mailing list that is generated from meeting attendance sheets.  Announcements and meeting agendas are sent out via email to people who have attended meetings and those who have asked to be added to the mailing list.  There are no requirements made of participants.  HCTF participants include an array of people who bring different perspectives.  This includes people from the school department, human service agencies, parents, Cambridge community members, graduate students, the health and public health professions and local government. 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month at 119 Windsor Street, Second Floor from 12:30pm to 2:00pm.  

Cambridge Public School Department - Healthy Children Task Force –

 Institute for Community Health - Cambridge Public Health Department

Ten Years of Collaborations:  1996 – 2006

	Health Issue
	Activities
	Funding
	Length of project

	Dental Health
	· Screening in schools

· Increased services for children
	On-going through Public Health /CHA
	Since 1998

	Physical activity
	· PE Professional development

· Healthy Living Cambridge

· Walk to school
	· ICH/CPHD Funds

· PEP grant - 3 grants for total of 5 years to CPSD $500,000 per yr
	Since 2001

	Healthy Eating
	· Growing Healthy I  

-fruit & vegetable promotion

· Growing Healthy II

· Beverage study  pilot at CRLS

· Beverage study II

· Vending machine policy
	· Vitamin Litigation funds for $320,000

· USDA funds for $270,000

· NIH funds for $250,000

· NIH funds for $2.5 million

· ICH/School health
	- 2 yr 2002-04

- 3 yrs 2005-08

- 2 yrs 2003-04

-5 yrs 2006-2111



	Healthy Weight Promotion
	· BMI/fitness database development

·  Health & Fitness progress reports & family follow-up

· 5-2-1 policy

· wellness policies

· TV turnoff activities
	· ICH funds for $20,000

· ICH/ PEP grant/ School health funds /
	On-going since 1999

	Immunization
	CPSD/CHA pediatrics/ Cambridge public health campaign
	$1 million 
	5 years – 

1998-2003?

	Mental / Emotional Health
	· ICH/Harvard report

· Elementary counseling grant

· Substance abuse/ prescription drugs

· Domestic violence
	· CHA+Harvard for $20,000

· DOE to CPSD for $1.5 million

· ICH/ CPHD for $20,000
	2002

3 yrs – 2002-05



	Middle & high school health surveys
	· planning, implementation & analysis
	· ICH/CPHD funds for $20,000 annually
	on-going since 1996

	Asthma
	· Asthma registry

· Standard of care
	CHA for $500,000
	3-5yrs 2000-05?


	Coalition
	Chairs
	Staff / support
	Length of coalition

	Healthy Children Task Force
	· Dr. David Link – CHA Pediatrics

· Henrietta Davis – City Council
	ICH
	Since 1990

	Physical Activity and Healthy Eating Action Group
	· Jose Wendel –School Health

· Kim DeAndrade CPSD
	ICH
	Since 1998

	Food Service Advisory Group
	· Ginny Chomitz - ICH

· Jack Mingle - CPSD
	ICH/ School Health
	Since 2004

	Mental heath subcommittee
	· Henrietta Davis – City Council

· Jennifer Coplon - CCRC
	ICH / student interns
	On and off since 2002

- reactivated


�








PAGE  
1

