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August 14, 2006


Robert W. Healy

City Manager

Re:
City Council Order #27, dated 8/7/2006

Sir:

In response to City Council Order #27, dated 8/7/2006 requesting a report on traffic calming and speed enforcement in the Cambridge Highlands area.

The Department received an email from a resident of Sunset Rd detailing concerns of cars and trucks traveling on Sunset Road at a high rate of speed. In response to this email, the Department directed traffic officers to conduct enforcement on Sunset Road. The Department also directed the neighborhood traffic officer to conduct a speed survey and enforcement on Sunset Rd during the morning rush hour.

The officers continued their enforcement in the area for four consecutive days during the morning rush hour. At the conclusion of the speed survey, the report showed that the observations made of the area did not support the complainant’s concerns of excessive speed. The survey further stated that a total of 58 vehicles were observed with an average speed of 18.62 MPH, and none of the vehicles observed were traveling in excesses of the 30 MPH non-posted speed limit.

There might have been an increase of traffic in the neighborhood during the week prior to this enforcement due to the road construction on the Grove Street end of Blanchard Road. During the construction, Blanchard Rd was closed periodically at the Concord Ave end resulting in traffic backups during the morning rush hour.

The suggestion then is a change to the traffic pattern in the Highland area by placing a stop sign on Sunset Rd at the intersection of Griswold St, so that vehicles traveling from S. Normandy Ave on Sunset Rd will have to slow down and stop prior to proceeding on to Griswold. 

The Department spoke to the Traffic and Parking Department regarding placing a stop sign at this location and we were informed that Community Development and Traffic and Parking are working on plans to add bump outs, crosswalks, and a stop sign in the intersection of Griswold and Sunset Rd. Both Departments have recently met with area residents to discuss the plans. 

Sincerely,

Ronnie Watson

Police Commissioner
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