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television, a home theater, numerous other electrical items, and thousands of dollars 
worth of jewelry. 
 
 Case Status: Investigation ongoing – four prints lifted from the outside window and 
submitted to ID unit. 
 
Housebreak Statistics: 
 
Mid-Cambridge neighborhood: There 
were 43 housebreaks reported in Mid-
Cambridge this year through September 
30th (the first three quarters of the year). 
Housebreaks are up in this neighborhood 
54% over the same time frame last year. In 
2009, housebreaks in Mid-Cambridge 
registered a 33% decline from the previous 
year.  
 
Citywide: Housebreaks citywide through 
the first three quarters of 2010 are up by 
only one incident over the number reported 
during the same time frame in 2009. 
Despite the recent increase in housebreaks 
in Mid-Cambridge, incidents citywide 
continue to remain well below the levels 
seen prior to 2009. 
 

 
 
Pattern Identified: 
 
The three housebreaks on Antrim Street were identified as part of a residential burglary 
pattern by the Crime Analysis Unit on September 20th, 2010 and the details were 
furnished to the Command Staff and published in Roll Call. The pattern consisted of a 
series of eight breaks since September 7th  in Mid –Cambridge. The incidents were 
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YTD Housebreaks, 2005‐2010

HOUSEBREAKS BY NEIGHBORHOOD 
THROUGH OCTOBER 20TH 

AREA 2008 2009 2010 
Agassiz 16 9 19 
Area 4 37 22 33 
Cambridge Highlands 2 2 0 
Cambridgeport 26 36 31 
East Cambridge 24 30 15 
Inman/Harrington 47 25 32 
M.I.T. Area 0 0 0 
Mid-Cambridge 43 33 47 
North Cambridge 27 42 33 
Peabody 44 39 24 
Riverside 15 27 23 
Strawberry Hill 6 1 3 
West Cambridge 32 17 23 
Total 319 283 283 



clustered above Broadway between Inman Street and Ellsworth Ave. Entry was being 
gained to first floor apartments by entering through unlocked and forced rear and side 
windows.  Laptops and other electronic items were the main target of the theives. The 
majority of the breaks were on weekend afternoons between the hours of 1:00 PM to 6:00 
PM. The outlier being the late break on Antrim on the night of September 19th. A known 
offender from Boston has been arrested but the series of incidents has continued in a 
sporadic manner. 
 
Police Response Strategy: 
 
Utilizing statistical and strategic information provided by the Crime Analysis Unit, the 
following actions were taken by the Cambridge Police Department: 
 

• Deployed patrol units, bike units, and major crime units to saturate 
potential target areas while enlisting the traffic unit to target motor vehicle 
violations with a zero tolerance policy 

 
• Deployed resources for a door-to-door campaign in the Antrim Street area 

during the weekend of September 25th and 26th. Officers knocked on doors 
and left information sharing tips (see handout) on how residents in the area 
could protect their propery. 

 
• Released a community update bulletin to the Mid-Cambridge 

neighborhood through our Citizen Observer program, our website, social 
media outlets (Facebook and Twitter), and to the Mid-Cambridge 
Neighborhood Association email listserv. 

 
• A presentation and community discussion with the Cambridge Police 

Neighborhood Sergeants and Lieutenant was scheduled and took place at 
the Mid-Cambridge Neighborhood Association meeting on October 21st. 

 
• A meeting took place between Cambridge and Somerville PD to 

collaborate.  The result of this meeting was a joint operation that produced 
three arrests. 

 
• Cambridge Police and Somerville PD are exchanging information daily on 

housebreaks and potential suspects. 
 

Results: 
 
The saturation patrol strategies employed over the past two weekends appear to have 
displaced offender activity acrcoss the border into Somerville. While there have been 
zero weekend breaks reported in Mid-Cambridge, Somerville has experienced dramatic 
increases in housebreaks over the final weekend of September and the first weekend of 
October. 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/CityOfCambridge_Content/documents/ResSafety_Flyer.pdf


 
Cambridge and Somerville Police are now collaborating on a joint strategy in response to 
the housebreak activty effecting both cities. A complete review of ongoing strategies can 
be found in the September version of BridgeStat (released on the first Friday of every 
month) which is now available on our website as the most recent item under “News & 
Events” on the department’s homepage, or in the September release of BridgeStat.  
 
Arrests Made: 
 
Martin White of 40 Alexander St, Roxbury was arrested on September 17th after officers 
assigned to the Mid-Cambridge neighborhood to target recent housebreaks caught him 
fleeing from an attempted housebreak that occurred on Hancock Street. 
 
John McHale of 402 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge was arrested on October 2nd in 
connection with a housebreak that occurred on Harvard Street at 2:17 AM. He was also in 
possession of property stolen from several motor vehicle breaks that occurred on 10/1 & 
10/2 on Inman St, Clinton St, and Hancock St. 
 
On October 19th, Cambridge Detectives assisted Somerville PD on a stolen computer 
purchase from Craigslist. The purchase took place at the Circuit City parking lot in 
Somerville.  The three suspects below were placed under arrest for Receiving Stolen 
Property.  The recovered computer was determined to have been stolen from a Somerville 
housebreak that occurred the previous weekend.  Arrested were the following three 
individuals: 
 

1.  Michael Baptista, 20, of 71 Wolcott St, Malden 
2.  Magnuson Vieira, 22, of 168 Walnut St, Somerville  
3.  Benjamin Ribeiro, 20, of 3 Marcella St, Cambridge  

 
For more information about crime in Cambridge, patterns that are identified, and 
measures the Cambridge Police are taking, please check out the monthly release from our 
BridgeStat program. 
 

# # # 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/CityOfCambridge_Content/documents/BridgeStat_Sep2010_FINAL.pdf
http://www.cambridgema.gov/CPD/publications/BridgeStat.cfm

